






















~~ 






a GP 2.0 


er ie 
Axe 


“Her ald 


March 30, 1922 


A Question to You 


O laymen read or shun religious books? The answer to this question is of far more 
importance to the Church of Christ than to authors and publishers. The question 
goes home to the conscience and raises the issue of an enlightened church. Should 

laymen discard the reading of religious books, then the hope of an ‘educated church is 
gone, and both new and old truth is not having a fair chance in the world. Upon the 
laymen of the church rests a mighty responsibility for a new day upon us—and toward 
the laymen the ministers look with confidence in the solution of the problems resting 
upon us all.” 








“Never has there been so abundant a literature of faith as there is today, so rich an 
inspiration, and yet so frequent a neglect of so great a blessing. The loss is not for those 
who write the books. In their thought of God and his Christ, they have had their exceed- 
ing great reward. They lose who fail to read. Among us men of the pews, the trouble 
is not that we lack money to buy books, but that we will. not always give our time. We 
talk too much and we think too little. What we read is the newspaper or its headlines, 
and our minds become unused to steady and continuous thought. In thus refusing to 
serve our God with all our brains, as he has commanded, we are robbing him of what 
he claims to be his due, we are denying oir best selves, we are losing our own souls. 

‘ Here is the United States spending billions a year on teaching children to 
read, and is it to be supposed that this trick of the eye is only intended as the key 
of fiction, for sensational paragraphs, for reports of murders and divorces and suicides?” 


“When the preacher goes on his pastoral calling, is it, or is it not, his business to 
find out what, if anything, the family is reading—and encourage its various members to 
read more or read better?” 
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About Folks and Things 


We wish that every pastor and every real 
church worker would turn and study care- 
fully the last page of this issue. There are 
presented there some very compelling facts 
about The Herald and why it is worth more 
than the subscription price to any and every 
home of our church. There is simply no use 
talking, there is a vast difference between 
simply a “Christian” and an “informed 
Christian.” And the difference is very vital 
to the growth and the outlook and the per- 
manency of a local church as well as to the 
Kingdom at large. No pastor is making a 
more serious mistake from the standpoint 
of his own local work than when he fails 
to realize the importance of putting The 
Herald into the homes of his people. We 
urge you to study the page carefully and 
then present these arguments forcefully to 
every home of your congregation. It will 
mean more for your work than you have 
as yet understood. 


A great meeting has just been closed at 
Bible Chapel, Ill., Rev. S. Price assisting 
the pastor, Rev. Walter Brock, there being 
a total of forty-six accessions in ten days. 


We have just learned that Dr. W. D. 
Samuel, Wingate, Ind., has been quite ill, 
and is now only slowly recovering from the 
flu. He has not been in his church for a 
month, but was hoping to be able to preach 
last Sunday. 


Rev. Ira C. Clark, pastor of the church at 
Murlin Heights, Dayton, is just beginning 
a series of meetings which it is planned to 
continue for two or three weeks. The pros- 
pects at this point are growing in promise 
under his labors. 

The shadows of sorrow are hanging over 
the home of Rev. and Mrs. Edward F. Mel- 
lott, of Freehold, N. Y., in the death, a few 
days ago, of their infant daughter Gerald- 
ine, and they are the recipients of the loving 
sympathy of their friends and brethren. 

Rev. Charles V. Vickrey, General Secre- 
tary of the Near East Relief, in a personal 
letter to the editor says: “The situation in 

“the Near East is certainly tragic and the 
need urgent.” We earnestly hope that every 
reader will give to his utmost for the des- 
perate need among those poor people. 

We are glad to report that Rev. and Mrs. 

L. W. Ryan, of Buckland, Ohio, whose ill- 
ness with flu we reported last week, are 
now better, but not yet able to be at their 
work. The flu conditions at the town are 
improving, but as Brother Ryan states in 
his field note, the epidemic resulted in sev- 
eral deaths. 
* The attendance of the mid-year meeting 
of the woman’s board of the Miami Ohio 
Conference last week at Eaton, was one of 
the largest in the history of these meetings 
and the program especially fine. There is 
a steadily growing interest in mission 
work among the women of this conference 
and a very apparent increasing enjoyment 
of these missionary gatherings. 


Rev. C. B. Riddle, editor of The Chris- 
tean Sun, has done a fine thing in asking 
various writers of our own church to give 
some particular message on the first page 
of his periodical each week. We have noted 
with much interest the large number of dif- 
ferent persons who have written, and have 
read their productions with much protit. The 
Herald congravulates him upon the success 
of the experiment. 

Because of the crowded condition of The 
Herald and the number of manuscripts, 
seme of which have been waiting for even 
months to get in, we are postponing the re- 
mainaer OI Vr. Atkinson's splenaid aiary 
and Professor Langtord’s third article for 
a week or two. Like all periodicals, The 
Herald finds it impossible to use articles as 
fast as they come, so we hope authors will 
be patient—remembering that we simpy 
must reserve space in the paper for that 
variety of reading matter demanded by sub- 
scribers. 

Kusewhere in this issue we give a side 
light upon present conditions in Germany 
from a letter from Rev. C. C. Hatfield, one 
of our own men who is doing an unusually 
fine work for the Y. M. C. A. in thac coun- 
try. In addition to his regular duties as 
president of a Russian Polytechnicum with 
250 students and a faculty of twenty, he 
has made a rural survey of Germany. Mrs. 
Mattield has been studying music and using 
her beautiful voice in service, especially in 
the “American Church” of Berlin, of which 
both she and her husband are very active 
members, 


The program which the church at Troy 
is giving in the interchurch exchange, ot 
which we have spoken in previous numbers, 
is a unique and very valuable one. The first 
part of: the program is high-class music and 
entertainment, and the second part is a lec- 
ture by Professor C. W. Walters on astron- 
omy. {t is illustrated by a very fine collec- 
tion of stereopticon views and is of absorb- 
ing interest. It is of special value to high 
school and other students and ought greatly 
to enlarge the ideas of God and the marvels 
of his creative power in the mind of anyone 
who hears it. 


We have a letter from Charles D. John- 
ston, superintendent of the Christian Or- 
phanage at Elon College, N. C., speaking of 
the difficulty he frequently experiences in 
trying to answer communications contain- 
ing offerings, or receipt for boxes of clothing 
and toys. So many times the sender does 
not give an address or gives simply the name 
of a big city without any street or rural 
route number. And then often they think 
that the Orphanage is not duly appreciative 
of their gifts! This same trouble is ex- 
perienced by all of our general officers, in- 
cluding the editor. It not infrequently 
happens that letters come without any post- 
office address whatever. 

Just as we are going to press word 
reaches us of the greatest ingathering of 
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which we have heard among any of our 
churches for some time. A series of meet~ 
ings at Argos, Rev. L. E. Dull pastor, was 
conducted under the help of Rev. J. H. Nall, 
an evangelist of the U. B. Church, living 
at Portland, Ind. There were 103 accessions 
and a great uplift to the church and com- 
munity. The services of Brother Nall as an 
evangelist are spoken of in the highest terms 
and the results of his work at Argos are 
certainly a strong testimony to his winning 
power. 


Pastors and Sunday-school workers should 
bear in mind the urgency of the fine oppor- 
tunity which is theirs in the proper observ- 
ance of Children’s Week—April 30 to May 
7. Its special purpose is to lay emphasis 
upon religious education for children. As 
we stated last week, Mrs. F. E. Bullock and 
our Sunday School Board are anxious to give 
every aid they can to make it mean much to 
our people. And a sixteen-page leaflet on 
Children’s Week, giving suggestions to town- 
ship or district children’s division superin- 
tendents and other community leaders, can 
be secured from the International Sunday 
School Association at 5 South Wabash Ave- 
nue, Chicago, Illinois. The price is five cents 
each. 


Reports from both teams of workers in 
the special institutes which were being held 
in Indiana and Illinois last week, as well as 
word from some of the pastors, indicate 
great meetings. The attendance has been 
especially fine at most places. At one in- 
stitute there were seventeen preachers, six 
Sunday-school superintendents, two Chris- 
tian Endeavor presidents, and only six 
churches of its entire territory covered’ by 
the institute were not represented. The in- 
terest at all of these gatherings has been 
of the kind that indicates that our people 
are beginning to realize that a better type 
of organized church and conference work 
simply must be done if many of our churches 
are to be saved at all. 


The church at Troy, Dr. A. E. Kemp pas- 
tor, began what it hopes to make an unusu- 
ally great evangelistic service last Sunday, 
Rev. George D. Eastes being the evangelist, 
Mr. Frederick J. Balmond the singer, and 
Brother S. M. Smith the business manager 
and helper. Six large committees have 
charge of different divisions of the work. 
Special nights are being arranged for visit- 
ing delegations from Piqua, Covington, 
Fleasant Hill, and Dayton, for group par- 
ties including one night for their great men’s 
class which now numbers more than six 
hundred and the regular attendance of which 
has been running around five hundred at 
the Sunday-school sessions of recent Sun- 
days. A chorus of a hundred voices has 
been organized which will be supplemented 
by a “boosters’ chorus” of something like 
that many boys and girls. Persons conven- 
ient to Troy will certainly find it to be an 
uplift and an inspiration to: attend these 
meetings. A field note from Troy in our last 
issue indicated something of the great work 
which Dr. Kemp and his church are doing 
right along all of the time in a regular way. 
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The Present-day Trial of Jesus 


fair trial to which Jesus was subjected at the 

hands of Pilate and the Jewish Sanhedrin, the 
spirit of censure in our hearts should not be wasted upon 
those authorities in that far-away day. It will do us no 
good and them no harm. Rather do we need to train our- 
selves to a meditation of honest confession over the fact 
that we of this Christian day and generation ourselves 
have never given Jesus Christ a square deal. Our trial 
of him has been sadly imperfect also. And if we have 
not been guilty of hiring false witnesses, we have been 
guilty of fearfully misrepresenting him and the purposes 
of his Kihgdom. 


ON every hand is the cry of discontent with life and the 

injustices of life. Class is setting itself against class, 
and nation against nation. The industrial world is 
threatened to its very foundation every now and then, 
and racial bitterness all too often breaks out in lurid and 
hateful colors. -But while this goes on, the great Church 
of our Lord and Master, which should be his testimony 
and his defense in this hour of acute testing of the worth 
of his gospel and his Christianity, is itself divided and 
wrangling, consuming its precious strength in unseemly 
controversy over matters of absolutely no consequence 
whatever to his Kingdom. There is no use of trying to 
evade this shameful fact. A peep now and then into 
many of the religious periodicals will prove to anyone how 
true this is. Two or three of the greatest denomina- 
tions are right now facing actual division because of 
grievous factional disturbances; and the spirit which is 
being exhibited in some of their public gatherings and 
printed statements would do dishonor to the political 
world—and does do far worse to the Church of Jesus 
Christ. 
nomination which is thus torn and disturbed, it is utter- 
ly impossible to give to the world an adequate and whole- 
some testimony of the beauty and power of Jesus Christ. 
Not before in this generation, and perhaps not in a cen- 
tury, has anything like so much friction and clash been 
found in the churches. Organized caucuses—under the 
name of “Congresses”—are being held for the avowed 
and deliberate purpose of forwarding these schisms and 
marshalling the forces of dissension. Right at the very 
time when the great war leaves the world trembling in 
a balance which is not yet decisive, and at the very time 
when the whole undivided zeal and power of the Church 
is so desperately needed as a medium to present the heal- 
‘ne spirit of Jesus Christ to a wounded and angry world, 
in short just at the very moment when Jesus and his 
Kingdom stand on trial and his own followers should be 
giving their undivided loyalty and tribute to him—what 


A S our minds turn in these Lenten days to the un- 


Now every one of us knows that for any de-' 


a tragedy it is that, instead, so many of them are diverting 
their attention and ruining their testimony by division 
among themselves. 


BUT even where there is no such open conflict, it is true 

that between the denominations themselves there ex- 
ists a spirit of “offishness,” an indelible sense of rivalry, 
and a feeling of estrangement, which are absolutely for- 
eign to the thought of an adequate and invincible defense 
of the Christ in this time of his testing. Whoever does 
not admit this condition among denominations simply is. 
unacquainted with what is going on behind the scenes in 
the church life of our towns and villages, or else is care- 
less in the handling of facts. The Sanhedrin itself was 
no more adept at juggling the real truth than one would 
have to be in order to pretend that there is no division of 
spirit nor suppression of potential power because of 
these denominational divisions, even where the churches 
werk in the finest spirit of comity. The very fact that 
so many great churchmen and leaders have either evaded 
that confession, or else have blinded themselves to that 
most obvious truth—a truth which laymen everywhere 
recognize—has itself done irremediable harm to the gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ. These various denominations never. 
have been wholly and completely absorbed with the pur- 
pose of giving testimony to their Lord and Master. They ~ 
have existed for the avowed and deliberate purpose of 
“testifying to the truth” as they understood it—and in 
the vast majority of cases that specific “truth” for which 
they justify their continued separation has been some 
mere segment of speculative opinion or deduced theology 
or some particular manner of performing a certain cere- 
mony or ritual. No visitor from Mars, an utter stranger 
to it all, would ever get the impression from our denom- 
inational activities and publications that the sole pur- 
pose or even the controlling purpose of any denomination 
in this land was to give testimony to Jesus Christ and the 
power of his salvation—just to present him alone, unde- 
fined and unlimited, in the irresistible winsomeness of his 
own being and the compelling promise of his own saving 
power, this and nothing more! 


THE Church can not hope for the cause of Jesus Christ 

to escape disaster if it does not itself come to its 
senses and quit this kind of foolish business. What piti- 
ful tradegy, that while our Lord stands trial in this awful 
day those who should be absorbed in unitedly giving tes- 
timony for him, are themselves divided, separated into 
little groups, and quarreling over things of no conse- 
quence whatever to his trial and his triumph. Has the 
Christian denomination no great message of Christian 
union for a time like this? 
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Give Opportunity For Easter Joy 


HERE is nothing which can add more to the real joy and last- 
T ing benediction of any Easter Day service than a great and 

generous offering for missions. Somehow the day itself seems 
incomplete without such an offering as an expression of our appre- 
ciation of the glorious hope of immortality through Christ Jesus. 
The heart that fully understands and appreciates what the Easter 
day hope means feels a sense of real disappointment if it does not 
get some adequate opportunity to do something fine and generous 
towards sending the light of the gospel to those who sit in dark- 
ness. Experience has made us very sure that every church which 
does not give such opportunity robs itself of a most peculiar Easter 
joy and blessing. Nothing can take the place of a missionary offer- 
ings on that day as the means to this particular benediction. For 
that reason, no church should for any reason fail to take such an 
offering on Easter Day. Churches which use the budget plan or 
the duplex envelope plan for missions should plan for an extra 
effort and a Freewill Offering for missions on that day, and they 
will miss a real joy if they do not. 

The need is especially great this year in our mission work, and 
Foreign Secretary Minton is especially anxious to have all of 
the churches complete their offering by Easter. It will help the 
work and it will make your own services fuller of blessing if you 
do so. 


The Question of Reading 


INISTERS have, as a rule, been slow to adjust themselves to 
M the fact that this is an age of books and periodicals, and 

that practically every home is reading more or less of 
something or other. They forget that they are not living, as were 
their fathers, in a day when there were few books and almost no 
periodicals. The boys and girls of their congregations, many of 
them, will read more volumes in a single year than their grand- 
parents did in a lifetime; and more periodicals and newspapers 
come to some of their homes than their forbears ever dreamed of. 
And parents and children alike will gain from current literature 
and from their schools a vaster knowledge of the world and its 
life than any former generation could possibly know. Is it not 
strange, then, that so many preachers and 1eligious workers have 
been slow to adapt themselves and their message to these most 
significant facts? 

In the first place, such a condition ought to mean to every 
preacher and religious teacher that they must buy many books 
and take many periodicals, and spend hours and hours of time in 
reading and studying them. It is simply foolish for any man or 
any woman to hope to exert any very positive and forceful leader- 
ship today unless he or she is doing this very thing. Those 
preachers who are taking only a paper or two and buying only 
a book or two a year, can never hope to get very far in the min- 
istry of Jesus Christ. It is useless for them to look to the past 
for a glorious example of what illiterate men have done. Those 
giant old preachers of a former day who had little “book learn- 
ing,” were preaching to congregations which had been educated 
in the primitive manner and the limited scope of the old log school- 
house, and knew little of bboks and periodicals. But these younger 
preachers who undertake to follow them in those same communi- 
ties will have to prove themselves worthy of leadership among men 
and women from the high school and college; men and women who 
are cultured, refined, and who every week are invigorated and en- 
lightened by the finest books and periodicals on the market today. 
And unless these younger preachers qualify themselves by endless 
reading and study to stand head and shoulders above this type of 
men and women, as did those earlier ministers, whom we revere, 
stand head and shoulders in intellect and dynamic personality above 
the former congregations in these same communities, these younger 
men will fail and the Church of this new day will be without a 
positive and forceful leadership in its pulpit. Let no preacher 
deceive himself on this score. This is a day of books and of peri- 
odicals, and the reading habit is almost universal—and the preacher 
who does not adjust his own life and habits to this fact is doomed 
to failure in any progressive community, no difference how filled 
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he may be with the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit can work only 
on the material that is given it—and the preacher who will not 
give it a qualified brain with which to work, need not feel ag- 
grieved if the Holy Spirit finds him of little service in an intelli- 
gent, educated, and widely-read community. 

In the second place, the great majority of preachers—even 
scholarly ones—have failed to put into their message the right sort 
of training and emphasis for a generation of reading people. 
Somehow-they have not brought themselves to grapple with the 
fact that such a general habit of reading is one of the mightiest 
factors in the formation of ideals and life that the world has ever 
known. And either because they have not grasped the significance 
of the advent of books and periodicals as one of the most common 
and yet far-reaching factors in life, or else because they have not 
stopped to realize the minister’s duty to guide and direct so vital 
a life force, the vast majority of preachers—and of religious 
teachers—have had little to say in their message and in their 
personal contact about the right kind of reading, and the damning 
effect of the wrong kind. Perhaps their silence in this respect 
has been largely due to the fact that looking to the sermon sub- 
jects of former generations and to the casuistry of the Church 
in earlier days, they have found little or nothing about the value 
cf good and the harm of bad reading. But here again they must 
realize that they cannot set their standard by any former day. 
The early Church had little to say along this line, for there was 
little needed. And the great preachers of the past were free to 
consume a great deal of time in hairsplitting controversy over ab- 
struse theological subjects simply because their congregations were 
not engaged in any very vital reading or thinking of their own. 
These great pulpit orators of former generations rarely or never 
devoted a sermon to the subject of religious books and periodicals 
and other wholesome reading. Neither did they have much to say 
against the evil power of trashy and dangerous literature. These 
things had not -yet come into.existence in any very vital way in 
their congregations. But the preacher of today faces a people in 
whose lives books and newspapers and periodicals are playing no 
minor part. And because this is true it becomes the most obvious 
duty—even though it be a comparatively new duty—for every 
preacher and for every religious teacher to speak frankly and fre- 
quently to their people along the line of good reading. When the 
state taught the people to read, it laid upon the Church a new 
and mighty obligation to direct that reading into the channels that 
will be wholesome and safe, both for the individual and for Chris- 
tian civilization. Whatever preacher or teacher is not realizing 
this fact and doing his utmost to qualify himself to live up to this 
new duty, is committing that awful blunder of not adjusting his 
life to an imperative need of his own time and generation. 


Be Chary of Religious Book Agents 


HREE weeks ago the ministerial association of Syracuse, N. Y., 
T passed a resolution demanding that the mayor of the city 
refuse the permit sought by the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints (Mormon) to do mission work in that city. This 
action of the association was taken in answer to a letter from the 
mayor asking advice on this subject. And the Council of Women 
for Home Missions, through its executive secretary, is sending out 
a request based upon this action, urging that Christian people 
everywhere seek opportunities to inform city officials, either formal- 
ly or informally, of the character of this, the Mormon Church, and 
to urge them to handle such situations with good judgment. 
Whatever may be the legal and constitutional rights involved 
and the duties of mayors in such cases, one fact is very, plain, and 
that is this: It is the duty of preachers and religious workers every- 
where to caution their constituencies against the Mormon, Russell- 
ite, and other such books and literature that are being palmed off 
upon so many innocent purchasers in various communities. These 
and other such churches make it a practice to send canvassers from 
house to house who offer a number of attractive looking volumes at 
such a ridiculously small price that many sincere Christians are 
tempted to buy. And in no few cases, the ultimate result is a 
convert to some of these freak religions. 
No home should ever purchase or make use of books or periodi- 
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cals touching as vital a subject as religion without first thoroughly 
acquainting itself with something of the character of the propa- 
ganda back behind their publication. It is risky to buy such books 
or periodicals from an agent or a stranger without first consulting 
your own pastor with reference to the nature and worth of the 
book contemplated. . 

Another entirely different type of literature which is deceiving 
thousands today is that put out in the interests of the New Thought 
and the Christian Science movements. These books and periodicals 
are usually of a highly literary quality, written in attractive style, 
and tastefully printed. But their poison is none the less fatal be- 
cause it is administered in such attractive and diluted quantities. 
Many have been gradually brought under the baneful hypnotism 
of these false doctrines through the reading of such literature, 
and in the end have lost their interest in the Church and drifted 
away from all that Christianity has meant to them. 

Protestant ministers and churches have been woefully derelict 


The Trend 


Spread the Easter Message by Morning Song 


The success of the custom of community Christmas caroling 
has prompted a movement for the more general introduction of 
the same beautiful custom for Easter. Many churches through- 
out the country will this year co-operate by sending out groups 
of singers in the early morning hours of Easter Day throughout 
the community to sing hymns to the people in homes and to in- 
mates of hospitals and other institutions. Appropriate carols such 
as, “Christ the Lord is Risen Today,” and “All Hail the Power of 
Jesus’ Name,” will be chosen. 

Local newspapers are aiding the campaign by running the words 
and the story of one of the carols each day during the week pre- 
ceding Easter. These “Stories of the Easter Carols” have been 
prepared by Professor Peter W. Dykema of the University of Wis- 
consin and are issued together, with a song sheet of Easter carols 
by Community Service at its headquarters, One Madison Avenue, 
New York. 


A First-hand Opinion of Germany 


Our readers are familiar with the fact that our Rev. Clifford 
C. Hatfield, a member of the Miami Ohio Conference, is engaged 
as a secretary in the foreign service of the Y. M. C. A. During the 
war his work was in Russia, and he has now spent a year or more 
in Germany. In a recent letter to the editor, he gives some side 
lights on things just as they are in that country, which will be of 
particular interest to our readers because they come from one so 
Christian in his attitude and interpretation. Mr. Hatfield says: 


Germany is hard up among some classes, but all are working 
like beavers even though they do not get much money for their 
labor. A scrub woman gets twenty marks a day now, about twelve 
cents. She will work in the fields all day, binding wheat or rye 
by hand, for the same money. If working by the month, she will 
receive 200 or 250 marks per month and her keep either as house- 
maid or worker in the fields. Half*'of the farm work in Germany 
is done by women. An egg costs four to five marks, and a pound 
of meat sixteen to twenty-five marks, so you see the workers eat 
few eggs and little meat. The farmers are in better shape, as 
they did well during the war and continue to prosper, though they 
too have their troubles. 


For thrift, economy, and industry the Germans cannot be beat. 
They are shipshape so far as streets, railroads, factories, canals, 
roads, and all material equipment are concerned, except raw ma- 
terials. The country has not been allowed to run down in spite of 
the terrible sacrifices during the war. When turned loose they will 
keep their competitors going at a merry pace. 


Germany is keenly anxious to get back on good terms with all 
the world; but she has not learned much from the war, especially 
the classes that were the most responsible for it, as they are still 
justisfying their position most pitiably many times. There are 
multitudes of wealthy people here, but they have not learned the 
joy of sacrificial giving, for the state has in the past always car- 
ried the greater part of the financial support of the welfare and 
religious work, so that the able folks have no personal conscious- 
ness of such needs. The educational and religious leaders are for 
the most part reactionary. The Catholic Church is thus in a 
stronger position by not having had the state support for her 


in warning their people against such dangerous and insidious propa- 
ganda. It is a matter of the utmost importance in many com- 
munities, and one which can be taken up far better face to face 
than it can through the religious press. It thus becomes the very 
explicit duty and RY PE of pastors to inform: their people 
against false literature. Mnd they can make their warning effective 
in no better way than by themselves having the knowledge of the 
best religious books and religious periodicals to recommend in the 
place of these others. The very fact that there are thousands of 
tons of Christian Science, New Thought, Russellite, and Mormon 
books and literature being sold to the constituency of the churches 
today is proof positive that people are ready and willing to buy 
religious literature when it is urged upon them. The growing 
extent to which this is true makes an increased obligation upon 
our own pastors to inform and prepare themselves to meet this 
situation by intelligent recommendations and counsel in the homes: 
of their own parishioners. 


of Events 


ministry and other expenses, and also because of having taken a 


wiser policy during the war by following a more even path and 
not backing the Kaiser so strongly in the war program. 


A Message of Christian Reconciliation and Invitation 


“Forgetting the things which are behind, let us together press 
on to the things that are before.” With these words the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America invites the churches 
of Germany to enter into hearty co-operation with the churches in 
America. Every sincere Christian in this country will certainly 
heartily approve the definite approach which is thus being made 
on behalf of the churches in America by Dr. Charles S. Macfar- 
land, secretary of the Federal Council; and his further plan to 
send representatives of the American churches to the German 
churches, soliciting the resumption of friendly relations by the 
Christian forces of both countries, which were broken when Amer- 
dca entered the war. There is in Germany a nucleus of Christian. 
leaders who deeply deplore the part which their nation played in 
forcing the war upon the world; and there will be no better way 
to overcome that general lack of repentance and Christian under- 
standing in Germany of which Mr. Hatfield speaks above, than 
through the right kind of intercourse between the followers of 
Christ there and in her former enemy nations. The message by 
Dr. Macfarland says, in part: 

Not the least among the disastrous results of war is the dis- 
turbance of the moral and spiritual forces and relationships which 
are the most treasured possessions of mankind. But the world is 
in the hands of God, and we can now surely discern, through the 
dark clouds that still remain, the dawn of a new day and the be- 
ginning of a new epoch in the world order. ; 

In the creation of that new order, the churches of all nations 
must find their way together, seeking their common Father in the 
light of knowledge of his glory, revealed in the face of a common 
Master. Both divine justice and lasting peace for our common 
humanity must begin by the power of God and the spirit of Christ 
in the world, reconciling men unto himself and thus reconciling 
them to one another. . : 

In the earnest seeking of this end, we invite you to enter into 
hearty co-operation with us. G 

Let us together undertake our mission with a new confidence 
of God, a deeper faith in Christ, and a new and larger hope for 
humanity. The world’s suffering should invoke and deepen mutual 
sympathy and compassion, and our chief concern should be to heal 
and restore. Many things may need fuller consideration than is 
possible in this letter, but we may at least express to you our de- 
sire for the fullest fellowship and co-operation. 


Sunday-schools Increase One Million a Year 

The Sunday-schools of America are growing at the rate of 
nearly a million persons a year. Since the religious census taken 
by the Government in 1916 there has been an increase of 4,008,548 
Sunday-school members, making a grand total of 23,944,438, ac- 
cording to figures compiled by the Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America, on George Washington’s birthday. 

The various Methodist churches lead with a total of 6,367,415 
Sunday-school members, or more than twenty-five percent of the 
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total number. The seventeen Baptist bodies have 4,322,918 Sun- 
day-school members, exceeding by less than 400, the Roman Cath- 
olic Church which has a total Sunday-school membership of 4,- 
332,561. The Sunday-schools of all branches of the Presbyterian 
Church stand fourth with a total of 2,037,570 members. 

In the matter of Sunday-school orgimization, the Methodists 
lead with 58,275 Sunday-schools. The Baptists are second with 
48,848. The Roman Catholics are third with 15,642, while the 
Presbyterians are fourth with 14,939 Sunday-schools. The increase 


in the number of Sunday-schools since the Government census of 
1916 is 4,395. 


A Problem of Sunday Closing 


One of our exchanges reports an actual experiment in Sunday 
closing which goes to show the financial difficulties that are con- 
fronted by anyone who conscientiously tries to observe the spirit 
of the Sabbath, when he is in competition with others who do not. 
In Denver a chain of leading drug stores, }ocated in different parts 
of the city, at the first of the year began an experiment under 
which all of these stores were closed on Sunday except two down 
town prescription departments. Ministers and churches were in- 
formed of this new policy and the support of Christian people was 
solicited. Many letters and resolutions of commendation were sent 
by individuals and churches to the management. But the increased 
patronage on week days in no wise made up for the loss of soda 
fountain and candy counter business which went to their com- 
petitors on Sundays. And after a trial of six weeks this concern 
announces that its losses are too serious to continue its all-Sunday 
closing. They will now undertake a new plan of opening at one 
o’clock on Sunday afternoons, with shifts of employees so that all 
clerks will have half a day off every Sunday and one whole day 
of rest every other week. 

This is a pointed illustration of how hampered, by the solidarity 
of society, the individual now is in trying to conduct his business 
along fine Christian lines. And no little of this comes from the 
fact that there are very few Christian people who take the pains to 
patronize those who do so; and from the further fact that a large 
part of the professed Christian world place few restrictions upon 
their own personal desires for pleasure or profit. 


Fighting Indecent Magazines and Books 


The Woman’s Co-Operative League of Denver has been con- 
ducting a determined fight against certain obscene magazines which 
were being sold on the news stands of that city—as they are being 
sold on the news stands in a great many other places. It was dis- 
covered that the pocket-size magazines of the very lowest grade 
were having a large sale among young men, and even among high 
school boys and girls. Several arrests were made, and magazines 
of this kind immediately disappeared from all news stands in the 
city. But when the cases came to trial, it was discovered that it 
is exceedingly difficult to regulate such matters. For it is very 
obvious that it would be impossible to lay down any set standard 
by law, but that the authority to decide what is permissible and 
what is not must be left to the judgment of courts or juries. In 
this case a jury decided; and after it had spent the entire night 
reading the jokes in one of the defendant magazines and dis- 
cussing whether or not they were indecent, it reported a disagree- 
ment, six of the jurors pronouncing the magazine improper and 
the other six that it was not excessively so. It is proposed to 
push the cases further, and the United District Attorney and At- 
torney General Daugherty have been appealed to to see if there 
is not some way to prevent the shipment and sale of such purvey- 
ors of evil. 

We are wondering if our readers have any idea of the immense 
quantity of such literature, in both magazine and book form, which 
is being clandestinely sold in many places—and perhaps in their 
own communities. Such literature, filled as it is with indecency 
and with suggestions of the most carnal and corrupting nature, 
is one of the most evil things that can come into a young person’s 
life. And the determined purpose and activity of the Denver 
woman’s league ought to be emulated by mothers’ clubs and re- 
ligious associations everywhere that this evil lurks. Neither should 
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it be left to the mothers alone—but they should be joined in their 
campaign by the fathers, as the boys are usually more guilty of 
carrying these filthy pictures and magazines than are the girls. 
In many cases where immorality and delinquency have been traced 
back to their source, they have been found to spring from such 
indecent literature. 


Oo 


“Stories of the most shocking character continue to seep in from 
Russia relating to famine conditions in that unhappy country. The 
American Relief Admmistration at Moscow reports that refugees 
are pouring into the city of Minsk at the rate of three thousand a 
week, the majority without food, clothing, or money, and unable to 
proceed farther. Typhus is rampant and increasing at the rate 
of six hundred cases a week. Medical stores are almost wholly 
lacking and ninety percent of the physicians and other medical 
personnel are sick. The suffering refugees are taken to makeshift 
hospitals where the mortality is at least fifty percent. The danger 
of an epidemic of typhus is imminent because the refugees are 
forced by hunger to sell their infected clothing in the markets.” 

co 


Seventeen Summer Schools of Missions are being arranged for 
by the Committee on Schools of Missions of the Council of Women 
for Home Missions. The fact that a new and strong emphasis upon 
the actual practice of brotherhood and the Golden Rule is impera- 
tive if the questioning of the world as to the efficacy of the gospel 
of Christ to save America is to be satisfactorily. demonstrated 
gives new interest to these summer gatherings, as these Inter- 
denominational Schools of Missions furnish a common forum or 
platform for the presentation of such world-wide topics. Last 
year there were 7,603 registrations and many hundreds of others 
present at the lectures and other evening features. 


oO 
At the present time there are in America 1,975 nurses’ train- 
ing schools among the Protestant, Roman Catholic, Jewish, and 
independent organizations, having in attendance 66,000 students. 
The ministry of the Church in healing the sick in this manner, 
says The California Christian Advocate in giving these figures, is 
fulfilling the command of Christ. Whatever interpretation we may 
place upon the passages of the New Testament which refer to the 
healing of the sick or the gift of healing, we must not overlook 
the fact that that kind of work today is not comparable to the 
continuous, steady work in our hospitals around the world in min- 
istering to the sick. 
oo 


In view of the fact that Sunday, April 23, is designated by 
the International Sunday School Association as Anti-Cigarette Day 
in Sunday-schools and churches, the National Anti-Cigarette 
League has proclaimed the week beginning on that date as “Na- 
tional Anti-Cigarette and Clean Life Week.” Plans will be fur- 
nished on request for the observance of “Clean Life Week” by 
public schools, colleges, universities, women’s clubs, parent-teacher 
associations, and all religious and social welfare organizations. Ad- 
dress Lucy Page Gaston, Supt., 6 W. Randolph St., Chicago. 

cc 

Weekly meetings to study the problem of alcoholism are held 
at Queens University, Belfast, Ireland. Similar groups meet at 
the University of Basel, Switzerland, the University of Brussels, 
Belgium, the University of Tubingen, Germany, and at universi- 
ties in several other European countries. 

co 

Daily wireless service is given by the department of physics 
of the University of Wisconsin for the benefit of farmers and 
amateur radio operators. It includes market reports, weather 
forecasts, special lectures, musical concerts, and reports of ath- 
letic events. 

co 


Even New Jersey, which erstwhile was supposed to be dripping 
wet, has ratified the Eighteenth Amendment to the Constitution. 
This leaves only Connecticut and Rhode Island in the unenviable 
class of “die hards,” neither having yet ratified. 





The Preacher and His Books 


O0OKS, books—of making books there is 
no end. Books have become both popu- 
lar and useful. Books are found up- 

on every subject under the sun. Books tell 
us how to farm, how to teach, how to raise 
pigs, cows, sheep; and books tell us how to 
preach. If we want informa- 
tion upon any subject, new or 


make it our own. 
First—The Preacher’s Choice of Books 


If one goes into the business of buying 
books he may get “loaded up” very soon 
unless he is extremely careful. I have 
heard more than one preacher who had come 
to middle-life say that his books were a 
white elephant on his hands. He had so 
many that he did not need, and did not use— 
they were only junk to move from place to 
place. It is no very great compliment to 
say of a preacher that he. has the largest 
library in the town, but it certainly is worth 
while to possess the best one. 

I think it was Theodore Roosevelt of 
whom I read that he did not buy a book 
for his library until he had read it. This 
statement seemed to me at the time to rep- 
resent the almost impossible, but if it is a 
rule that can be followed it would save the 
preacher a boundless amount of trash and 
rubbish in his library. Lyman Abbott said: 

He (the preacher) should study those 
books which will teach him what men of his 
time are thinking about, and how the men 
of his time are living. Too much time of 
the minister has been spent in studying what 
men used to think about and how men used 
to live in times past. Horace Bushnell once 
said, “All seminaries are behind the times, 
but the Theological Seminary is be- 
hind all times.” He should endeavor to un- 
derstand how men are living, what are the 
motives which are controlling the men and 
women of his congregation in their social, 
business, and political life. 

The synopses and criticisms published in 
the newspapers and magazines sometimes 
help a preacher to make choice of the books 
that will be of permanent value to him, but 
a book should never be purchased because 
it is popular or because it is a good seller. 
Sometimes the thing—even a book—which 
is taken by storm at first, is of the least 
permanent value. I do not mean to mini- 
mize the work of H. G. Wells, but it seems 
to me that his books, for example, afford 
an illustration of that. 


Second—The Range of a Preacher’s Books 

A preacher’s library should be complete, 
if not large. We have left behind us the 
day when preachers are afraid of “book 
larnin’.” The preacher of today knows that 
he must have the help of good books. In- 
deed, he needs the help of other books to 
help him understand and properly interpret 
the Bible. There was a time when -folks 
accepted the statements of the Bible as true 
~without question, but now we have the means 
to prove that they are true, even outside of 
personal experience. That is, a man who 
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does not believe them may be shown they 
are true by the use of other materials. 

Of course the preacher who is in line with 
his day will have a liberal supply of books 
covering the history and teaching of his 
own denomination, as well as those of the 


“‘If Christ came to look at your church, he would examine 
old, we go find a book which very closely the minister’s library. Here is the inner room 
contains the information and where the Father who seeth in secret meets his servant.’’ 


whole Church. A knowledge of general 
history is of very great value to the preach- 
er. During the World War, and since, I 
have heard many sermons and addresses 
mentioning the treachery of the Russian 
Court women, under the influence of the 
Black Monk, Rasputin, but I did not hear 
that related anywhere to the activities of 
Brunehilde in the sixth century. The mas- 
terpieces of the world’s literature bring to 
a preacher priceless materials. He need 
not be a master of science to be able to use 
science to his very great advantage in 
preaching. A study of the philosophy of 
Christ will certainly show that the kind 
perpetrated for a long time on the world 
is that of ancient time and barbarous,mind. 


Every age has supplied some very fine 
works of fiction. The preacher should know 


0 





Books are not made for furniture, 
but there is nothing else that so beau- 
tifully furnishes a house. 

Give us a house furnished with 
books.rather than furniture.—Henry 
Ward Beecher. 


Good books are to the young mind 
what the warming sun and the re- 
freshing rain of spring are to seeds 
which have lain dormant in the frosts 
of winter. They are more, for they 
may save from that which is worse 
than death, as well as bless with that 
which is better than life——Horace 
Mann. 


Every church should give books to 
its minister, books that he may call 
his own, that he may mark if he wants, 
and cut if he wants, and lend if he 
wants, and catalogue if he wants, and 
arrange on his shelf as he likes.— 
P. Whitwell Wilson. 


The missionary can not himself se- 
lect books. He can not know accu- 
rately what is being published. Those 
who believe in missions should make 
it their business, as urgent as any 
other business, to read the journals 
which review and analyze religious 
works, and they should then send the 
best books as personal gifts to mis- 
sionaries whom they know.—P. Whit- 
well Wilson. 


——————————————————— 


the best fiction. Such fiction as “The Scar- 
let Letter,” “Ramola,” and “Les Misera- 
bles,” delineate character and teach prin- 
ciples that are fundamental in preaching. 
A certain type of late fiction has come to be 
so popular, and the attraction of such amuse- 
ments as the moving picture 
become so great, that I fear 
if the preacher does not wake 
up to that which appeals to 
human nature he will not long 
get the ear of the people. 

Preachers like John and Charles Wesley 
used to put great facts of theology into 
poems, and the congregations (not the 
choirs) would sing them. Today-poetry has 
almost entirely disappeared from the dis- 
courses and study of the preacher of ma- 
ture mind. However, only a few years ago 
there was published “The Everlasting 
Mercy” by John Masefield, called by eminent 
educators the greatest poem published in 
twenty years, and it affords a very fine 
clinic in regeneration. 

The range of the preacher’s books is lim- 
itless. Dr. W. W. Staley, in “The Minister,” 
says: 

A mighty host surrounds me in my study. 
Peter, James, and John did not see as much 
or hear as much as the minister in his 
library. Jesus is here, too, in the Bible and 
in the Spirit. There are more people in my 
library than in my church. They speak to 
me, they kindle the fires of my imagination, 
they quicken my faith, humble my pride, 
rebuke my wrongdoing and wrong thinking, 
warn me against sin, and point my soul to 
the living Christ. Here I find tombs with 
angels, deserts with fountains, gardens with 
Saviors, prisons with praises, and crosses 
with crowns. 


Third—The Preacher’s Use of His Books 


The preacher who stops reading and 
studying books will cease to grow. It will 
not be of any benefit to a minister to have 
a world full of books and not use them. 
Books: are published to give help and in- 
formation. The preacher cannot be a pla- 
giarist, or a copyist. And while the con- 
tents of a book are, in a measure, public 
property, the preacher in using them must 
certainly make them his own. It is amus- 
ing sometimes to see preachers kidding 
themselves into thinking, or at least pre- 
tending, to be entirely original. Some time 
ago I read a published sermon of an emi- 
nent American divine. This same sermon 
I read later out of a book of sermons in 
my library, and found that it had been de- 
livered centuries ago by a famous preacher 
of that time. But it had been subtracted 
from and added to, I must say in justice, 
until it had become the sermon of the man 
who delivered it last. 


Moreover, it sometimes becomes a reason- 
able question to ask whether the cause 
might not be benefited by a more frequent 
use by preachers of material which has been 
criticized, edited, and published, rather than 
so much of that.which is undigested by the 
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preacher who may deliver it, and which is 
the product of immature and pragmatic 
thinking. The preacher who uses books, 
good books, books taking him in his study 
into all the different fields where explora- 
tions may be made, and who gathers the 
material for his sermons, basing them of 
course upon Biblical teaching, and using it 
to fortify, will certainly not be a ranting 
know-nothing. 

The preacher must always be mindful of 
the fact that his people, except a small 
number, are not getting their ideals from 
the Bible, but from the popular novel—a 
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few from heavier reading, possibly; and 
some are taking Christian (?) Science, and 
some even take a try at Spiritualism. The 
preacher who does not study books, and who 
is not able to show the man or woman of 
honest doubt the better way, must not find 
fault if some go to churches where a more 
intelligent and modern presentation and ap- 
plication of the gospel is preached. “Let 
us thank God for books,” and let us thank 
God for the Book of books, which is a lamp 
to our feet, and which contains the bread 
of life—the message which is the preacher’s 
meat and drink.—The Christian Sun. 


Religious Books in the Home 
BY PRESIDENT W. A. HARPER, D. D. 


the young that they will be prepared 

to live with and for each other. Edu- 
cation in this exalted sense is evidently not 
a matter of books solely, though for- 
mal instruction can make its contri- 
bution to that end. Every experience 
of life is influential in motivating con- 
duct for social living. 

Religious education is the process 
of so training the young that they 
will be prepared to live with and for 
each other and unto God. Manifest- 
ly, too, religious education is not sole- 
ly or even largely a matter of pre- 
cept or formal instruction. Here the 
method of example, of indirection, is 
very efficacious. Every experience of 
life is a challenge to the religious edu- 
cator properly to motivate conduct in 
terms of Christian living. 


Long before the babe starts to Sun- 
day-school it has learned many great 
principles of life. Not what mother 
says to baby when she bends over it 
in loving adoration, alone affects its 
character; but how she conducts her- 
self when she is about the routine mat- 
ters of the home, how she responds 
to baby’s outbursts of crying, how shé 
feeds and adorns it,—these all too fa- 
tally enter into the texture of its de- 
veloping character. Nor can father 
escape his dual responsibility with 
mother in the Christian nurture of 
their child. Parenthood is the great- 
est calling in the world. To neglect 
its responsibilities is to defeat civili- 
zation. God expects parents to devote 
themselves to their children, as he has 
devoted himself to the human race. 
How patient, how loving, how forgiv- 
ing a Father he is! Let us learn from 
him the way of parenthood. 


There is a lot of pessimism in the 
land today respecting the decay of pa- 
rental authority and the disobedience 
of children. Parental authority is 
never an end in itself, nor is obedi- 
ence. Resistance to tyrants is a Chris- 
tian duty. Many homes are little 
autocracies, or at best dual monarch- 
ies. The ideal home is a democracy 


| Ogee is the process of so training 


and in it should be regnant the golden rule 
of democratic organization—that the strong 
should bear the infirmities of the weak. Par- 
ents exist for their children, not children 


= 


CURE IT WITH BOOKS! 


S a congregation sunk in a sink of stinginess? 

Get the people to studying mission books 
and re&iding the latest works on Christian 
stewardship, and stinginess will soon be 
remedied. 


Is a conservative church stolid and suspicious 
toward what is called the social gospel? Are 
the “pillars of the church” afraid of losing 
out in business if they try to look to their 
workmen’s interests? It don’t take any very 
great number of modern social service books 
and books on welfare work and shop represen- 
tation in industry to change all that if they are 
tactfully distributed. 


Is the Sunday-school dragging along with- 
out life? A bundle of fresh books on religious 
education will give it a fresh start. 

Are Christians in the parish asleep to the 
church’s responsibility for international peace? 
A judicious selection of recent writings on the 
lessons of the late war will surely wake them 
up. 

Is the outlook of the members too denomina- 
tional—are they forgetting the kingdom of 
God? Well, there is in print these days an 
abundance of cogent and vital pleading for 
Christian unity. 


Are there some ir the parish who imagine 
they would find a more comforting gospel in 
some new fantastic sect? A very short course 
in the fictions of religious freaks, and a patient 
course with the devotional masters of the his- 
toric Church, will usually dispel all inclination 
to wander away. 

And finally, are those who imagine that the 
foundations have been removed by modern 
liberal scholars and the righteous left hopeless? 
Just set them to reading the evangelical liber- 
als; let them feel for themselves the founda- 
tions still solid beneath. 


—From an Editorial in The Continent. 
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for their parents. Our first duty is 
to the young life entrusted to our care, 
that we may fashion it in the ways of the 
Lord, bring it to maturity in his nurture 
and admonition. Our homes are the most 
potent agencies of our social order in the 
winning of the young to God. These homes 
of ours must never degenerate into mere 
private hotels. They are the experiment 
stations wherein manhood and womanhood 
of the Christian type are to grow and fruit. 
They are increasingly to become the semi- 
naries of Christian character where the off- 
spring of two hearts that love shall as 
readily ripen: into Christian citizenship as 
the sparks fly upward. 

But how? Christian idealism must be the 
fountain source of such devotion. Fathers 
are all prone to become absorbed in the 
business or profession of life, mothers in 
the purposeless innocence or social engage- 
ments. The fires of ‘Christian idealism will 
need to be constantly replenished or their 
lives will find their chief concern in other 
things than in their divine calling to 
Christian parenthood. This idealism 
may be fed by Sunday-school or the 
preaching service. It may be minis- 
tered to by Chautauqua lecture 
courses. One of the most certain 
methods, experience teaches, of keep- 
ing it alive, of kindling it to white 
heat, is to provide religious books for 
the home. 


What a wealth of such books greets 
us on every hand today! No man can 
read them all. He ought not to try. . 
Let him select one or two allied de- 
partments, and let him buy a book in 
those lines as frequently as he can 
afford. It is a good plan to buy and 
read a religious book a week. By all 
means buy and read one such book a 
month. Provide for it in the family 
budget. Then read and discuss the 
books so purchased. The home that 
makes place in its program for the 
reading and discussion of religious © 
books will have gone a long way to- 
ward keeping Christian idealism as its 
strong ally in Christian nurture. Such 
a home will foster a suitable atmos- 
phere for the production of Christian 
character. From such a home, spir- 
itual leaders will arise with ideals for 
the advancement of the Kingdom and 
with the spirit and zeal to achieve it. 
The home that shall produce a Moses 
for the next generation will have con- 
tributed most in its day to the realiza- 
tion of God’s eternal purpose in the 
world. How we need such homes! 

Christian idealism in the home— 
that will make possible the Kingdom’s 
advancing program. The price of such 
idealism is the mastery of religious 
books that interpret the Christian gos- 
pel to the day wherein we live. For- 
get not to provide regularly, system- 
atically, for the purchase and mastery 
of such books. They are part and par- 
cel with a worth-while program of re- 
ligious education in the home. 
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Some Books I Have Recently Read 


BY REV. B. F. VAUGHAN 


entieth year of my life bring rich 

and sweet pleasures of home and loved 
ones; of the cheerful, open fire, with many 
good books, and much interesting reading 
matter, to give worth and wealth to mind 
and heart as the days pass swiftly by. I 
was interested in reading Bro. Wm. M. 
Dawson’s short article in The Herald of 
February 9, relative to a book he had read 
and which I am now reading, “What and 
Where Is God,” by Prof. R. L. Swain of Yale. 
A book like this makes God more real to us 
—although it takes away the old anthropo- 
morphic idea of material, bodily form and 
local dwelling place. It helps us to under- 
stand better his true personality as a “lov- 
ing, intelligent will,” whose infinite spirit 
dwells in all forms of life and fills all the 
vast realm of his creative work. Such 
books give us new viewpoints, and open vast 
fields of new thought. 

Another book of somewhat similar char- 
acter has interested me. It is entitled, “The 
Enlarging Conception of God,” by Prof. 
Herbert A. Youtz, of Auburn Theological 
Seminary. We gain a new sense of the 
immediacy of God, and a freedom from the 
old limitations of a bald literalism of Bible 
teachings. 

There is great need of books like these to 
help clarify our minds from the old, crude 
notions too long held by many. Jesus lived 
in the growing consciousness of his Father’s 
nearness and the reality of his presence, 
and divine goodness, in all life’s experiences. 

This whole subject touching the reality of 
God, his divine attributes, his boundless 
goodness and love, his immanence and fath- 
erly care for all, has been most ably and 
reasonably treated by that noble teacher and 
Christian scholar, Wm. Newton Clarke, D. 
D., of Colgate University, in his masterly 
work on “The Christian Doctrine of God.” 
It is well worth the time and work of any 
minister, or inquiring layman, to give this 
work careful reading and study. It is sane, 
comprehensive, Scriptural, and highly in- 
structive. 

Another book I have just finished read- 
ing has charmed me, with its ornate beauty 
and highly imaginative picture of the 
Christ life and character, and glowing nar- 
rative of his life work. It is not a late 
book, but came out in 1897. I refer to “The 
Story of Jesus Christ,” by that charming 
writer, Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, daughter 
of Prof. Austin Phelps, D. D. I think the 
spell of reading this book can never pass 
from me. I do not always agree with the 
author’s religious thinking, but her pen pic- 
tures of the Nazarene, and her vivid por- 
trayals of the footsteps and work of the 
Man of Galilee ate so graphic, so pictur- 
esque, so filled with intense sketching of the 
Master’s life, character, and work, that the 
reader is filled with the charm and surpass- 
ing beauty, as well as the sadness, the lone- 
liness, the incomparable greatness and 


Ts winter days and nights of this sev- 


simplicity, of the life of that one who “spake 
as never man spake.” 


A work which has interested me for many 
weeks and has been read at odd spells is 
“The Life and Letters of Rev. Stopford A. 
Brooke,” that noble preacher of England. 
He was the author of “The Life and Letters 
of Frederick W. Robertson of Brighton,” 
and one of the greatest preachers of 
the Nineteenth Century. Author also 


of several other literary works and sermon 
volumes. A man of the finest mental, spir- 
itual, and artistic type. 

I have read also the “Life of Samuel 
Chapman Armstrong,” founder of Hamp- 
ton Institute, a school for Freedmen and 
for Indian youth. His life inspires to no- 
ble endeavor, and to renewed interest in 
human life. 

Many other books have been read, or 
sketched, during these days of winter sun- 
shine and cloud. It helps to lift us out of 
self into the great world of human thought 
and endeavor. 

Centerville, Ohio. 


The Making of a Bible 


HE first method of binding books was 
Z probably that employed as early as the 

sixth century and known as the Byzan- 
tine style of binding which makes this a 
much older art than that of printing. The 
monks had carried the art of binding mis- 
sals and many precious works written by 
hand and wonderfully ornamented, to a very 
high plane. The written leaves were fastened 
together and inclosed in covers of wood 
which were often decorated with jewels and 
ornaments of gold and silver. Most of these 
books were destroyed by people seeking the 
gems that were supposed to be hidden in 
the thick wooden covers. 


Between the tenth and fourteenth cen- 


-turies, the monks in England, having copied 


and improved the designs of books brought 
from the East, became the foremost binders 
of Europe. The introduction of the printing 
press gave a great impetus to the trade of 
bookbinding and as the number of books in- 
creased, the art of bookbinding steadily im- 
proved and progressed. Today there is in 
existence not only well-preserved speci- 
mens of the ancient binders’ art, but splen- 
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A Book Worth While 


“The Daily Altar,” by Herbert L. 
Willet and Charles Clayton Morrison, 
presents one of the best guides for 
daily devotion that it has been my 
privilege to examine and use. There 
is for each day a central theme with 
a short paragraph relating to it, fol- 
lowed by a pertinent passage of Scrip- 
ture. This word is supplemented by 
a quotation from some one of the poet 
“prophets” of more recent times. 

Then there is the suggestive brief 
prayer in which the theme of the day 
is made the subject of praise and pe- 
tition. 

I most heartily recommend “The 
Daily Altar” for individual or family 
use. It is devotional, it is construc- 
tive, and it is brief. 

J. C. DEREMER. 

Britton, Michigan. 
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did examples of the highly developed skill 
of the modern binder. 

The Bible, the greatest of all books, is 
probably the best example of bookbinding, 
representing as it does all through the 
ages, the various methods, forms, and 
artistic skill of the bookbinder. From the 
crude materials of the early centuries, we 
now ,have the exquisitely ornamented bind- 
ings of the finest leathers, not to mention 
the thousands of binding styles for everyday 
use. 

In Bible making not only does the binding 
present opportunities for showing the train- 
ed skill of the artisan but all the other steps 
in the process of the making of a Bible 
present exacting requirements not met im 
ordinary bookmaking. A visit to a modern 
Bible manufacturing plant cannot fail to 
give one a new sense of appreciation for the 
beautiful .editions of the world’s best book 
now available to the twentieth century 
reader. 

The first step in such a tour of inspec- 

tion is naturally the composing room. It is 
here that the type is set up. One learns the 
astounding fact that in setting up a Bible 
it is necessary for the compositors to handle 
3,566,480 letters, not to mention punctuation 
marks! Accuracy is secured by proof read- 
ing the entire volume seven times. One of 
the large Bible publishing firms has a 
standing reward of five dollars,to be paid 
to the person who first reports a_ typo- 
graphical error. This reward, it is said, 
is seldom earned as errors are remarkably 
rare. 
Not only does the setting up of a Bible 
involve the handling’ of an exceptional 
amount of type matter, but in making the 
reference editions, the work becomes ex- 
ceedingly complicated. These editions have 
a center column containing in the neighbor- 
hood of 50,000 references to other chapters 
and verses and it will readily be seen that 
this multitude of abbreviations and figures 
must be accurate. In addition, small letters 
must be carefully fitted to the words in the 
text matter which indicate the references 
to which they apply. 

The type matter having been made up 
into pages, it is then sent to the foundry 
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where each page is plated. These plates go 
to the pressroom where rows of high-pow- 
ered machines are ceaselessly printing, eight 
hours of every working day of the year, in 
the effort to keep up with the constantly 
increasing demand for the Bible. 

The pressroom has its own peculiar prob- 
lems in Bible making, chief among these 
being the selection of papers that are most 
suitable. The printer must find a paper 
that will result in a volume no bulkier than 
an ordinary book, and yet the one he is 
making contains about eight times the num- 
ber of words in an ordinary length novel. 
This problem has been partially solved in the 
use of thin, high-grade paper, which, while 
it is thin, is also opaque and strong. 

But even this high-grade paper used in 
the making of the ordinary editions of the 
Bible has not marked the ultimate improve- 
ment in the printing material. A further, 
and what has been called a revolutionary, 
step was taken in the use of that extremely 
thin paper known as Oxford India paper. 
This paper was first made in India, being 
introduced to the Western world in 1848. 
It is so thin that thirteen hundred sheets 
measure only one inch in thickness. It is 
remarkable to observe that the print on one 
side does not show through to the other, even 
though the paper is so thin. 

The flat, printed sheets are then taken 
to the bindery. Here they are folded and 
collated, that is arranged so that they will 
follow in order. The next step is the sew- 


ing, which is done with a fine quality of 


Sea Island cotton. The higher priced edi- 
tions are sewn with silk. 

The edges are now trimmed and rounded, 
colored red, and the gold leaf applied, which, 
when dried, is burnished. The sheets are 
now ready to be cased in, that is covered 
with whatever material is to be used. 

The hides of thousands of animals are 
used each year in Bible binding. Cattle, 
sheep, goats, pigs, and seals are used, only 
the better portions of each skin being suit- 
able for this purpose. The making of a 
divinity circuit (overlapping) cover requires 
great skill and accuracy. The cover is cut 
to the precise size from a part of the skin 
which is without blemish and the edge all 
around is carefully pared so that it may 
be neatly turned over the lining which may 
be of paper, linen, or leather. 

The trimmed and gilded sheets before 
described are now securely blued to the back 
of the binding. Securing the sheets to the 
back in this manner by means of a special 
glue, re-enforces the back with the strength 
of the leather and gives that flexibility so 
desirable in a Bible. A headband, cut to 
the exact size, is then inserted at the top 
and bottom of the back of the sheets, add- 
ing to the volume’s strength and finish. 

It has often been remarked that the best 
grade of leather binding is done abroad. 
This has been explained by the fact that the 
foreign binder of today is, in many cases, 
working at the same bench occupied by his 
father and grandfather before him. This 
gives him an inherent skill that endows his 
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product with a degree of finish and excel- 
lence that seems attainable in no other way. 

It is surprising how much of the work 
necessary in Bible binding must be done by 
hand. This is due to the shaping of the 
turned over edge, the great variety of sizes, 
and the extreme accuracy with which the 
sheets are fitted into the covers. It is be- 
cause the covers are so carefully fitted that 
it is unwise to place papers or other ma- 
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terials in a Bible as this will result in a 
broken back. 

Millions of copies of the Bible are being 
made in just this manner every year and are 
finding their way to all parts of the earth, 
to comfort and inspire the people of every 
race and clime. What a privilege it is to 
these workmen not only to do their part in 
producing volumes so mechanically beautiful 
but so beneficent in their influence. 


What One Book May Do 


How Books Have Influenced the Early Careers of Some of the 
World’s Most Honored Men 


BOOK that starts a young person off 
A in a life career, good or bad, is a 

power. Nothing is more to be coveted 
or dreaded. The inspiration of a single 
book, or a few, has made preachers, poets, 
philosophers, authors, and statesmen. On 
the other hand, the demoralization of a book 
has sometimes made infidels, profligates, and 
criminals, 


Benjamin Franklin read an infidel book, 
by Shaftsbury, at fifteen years of age, and 
it demoralized his religious opinions for 
years. But for the excellent books he read 
before, his infidelity would have blasted his 
life. As it was, his influence became bane- 
ful over two associates, whom he made as 
thorough skeptics as himself. One of them 
became a drunkard, and died in disgrace; 
the other lived without moral principle, 
holding the Christian religion in contempt. 
In ripe manhood, the good lessons of his boy- 
hood, in a Christian home, asserted them- 
selves, and Franklin confessed his grave 
mistake and became a defender of Chris- 
tianity. 

In his early manhood, Abraham Lincoln 
had several boon companions, who were in- 
fidels, and they influenced him to read 
Paine’s “Age of Reason” and Volney’s 
“Ruins.” The reading of these two books 
caused him to doubt the truth of the Bible, 
so, that, for a time, he was at one with his 
companions in their hostility to religion. He 
even wrote an essay upon the unreliability 
of the Bible, which he read to his associates. 
But, after a few years, he saw his folly, 
renounced all skeptical opinions, and re- 
turned to his early familiarity with, and 
confidence in, the Scriptures. Those two 
books well-nigh unsettled his moral charac- 
ter, and robbed the Republic of a good 
President. 

In his youth, the late President Garfield 
worked for a “blacksalter,” a few miles 
from his home. His employer owned Mar- 
ryat’s novels, “Sinbad, the Sailor,” “The 
Pirate’s Own Book,” “Jack MHalyard,” 
“Lives of Eminent Criminals,” and per- 
haps, one or two other books of the same 
character. Young Garfield read them with 
avidity. He read them over and over. They 
opened a new and untried world before him. 
The life of a sailor fascinated him, and he 
resolved to go to sea, but his wise and. ten- 


der mother put obstacles in his way. The 
books had made an inroad upon his love 
of mother and home, and he was fully de- 
termined to try a seafaring life. His mother 
saw that the books had sowed the seeds 
of evil in his heart, and that he had started 
on the road to ruin. With wise manage- 
ment and the aid of a mutual friend, when 
a serious illness had prostrated him, his 
mother induced him to go to school, and 
not to sea; and here was the turning-point 
of his life. Two or three years before his 
death, he declared, in public, that the in- 
fluence of those few books was never wholly 
eliminated from his mind. 


On the other hand, a single good book 
has often conspired, with good counsels and 
good principles, to make life a success. It. 
has started the reader off upon a career of 
honor and usefulness. John Sharp said: 
“Shakespeare and the Bible made me Arch- 
bishop of York.” John Wesley claimed that 
“The Imitation of Christ” and Taylor’s 
“Holy Living and Dying” determined both 
his calling and character. Henry Martyn 
was made a missionary by reading the lives 
of Brainard and Carey. Pope was indebted 
to Homer for his poetical inspiration, it be- 
ing the origin of his English “Iliad,” as he 
said. Bentham read “Telemachus” in his 
youth, and, many years afterward, he said: 
“That romance may be regarded as the foun- 
dation of my whole. character. Goethe be- 
came a poet in consequence of reading “The 
Vicar of Wakefield.” Cary, was moved to 
go on a mission to the heathen by reading 
the “Voyages of Captain Cook.” Samuel 
Drew said that reading Locke’s “Essay on 
the Understanding” decided the aim and 
achievements of his life. The lives of Wasn- 
ington and Henry Clay awakened aspira- 
tions in Lincoln’s soul that “led him on to 
fortune.” The national system of education 
in Great Britain grew out of a book. Jo- 
seph Lancaster read “Clarkson on the Slave- 
trade” when he was fourteen years of age, 
and it fired him with enthusiasm to teach 
the Negroes in the West Indies. Without 
the knowledge of his parents he went there 
and commenced labors for their mental and 
moral improvement. His parents learned 
where he was and sent for him; but his 
heart was thoroughly in sympathy with be- 
nevolent work, and he opened a school for 
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the poor at home. So great was his suc- 
cess that the town, after a few years, 
erected a commodious building for his 
school; and here was the foundation of the 
present system of education in the mother 
country. 

Blount says: “The gifted men of today, 
who are prominent in all positions of life, 
read a far less number of books than do 
their sons and daughters. Look back over 
the history of the past. Did Shakespeare 
have many books to read? Did Spencer, 
Chaucer, Homer, Plutarch, read a hundred 
novels every year? Take the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence in our own 
country; what were they in a literary way? 
Men who were fed mentally upon the Bir 
ble, ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’ and Josephus; men 
descended from a hardy Christian race, 
whose one book for study and recreation 
contained the divine Revelation and the 
Psalms of David; and could there be a set 
of men collected the wide world over of finer 
dignity, of nobler sense, of truer heart?” 


Dr. Johnson has been quoted as saying, 
“Beware of the man of one book,” as if he 
were putting in a plea to read many books. 
But Johnson did not say or mean that. What 
he did say was: “Beware of the man of one 
book. Beware of the man who knows any- 
thing well. He is a dangerous antagonist.” 
The reading of a single book thoroughly is 
better than the superficial reading of many, 
was really what he said. He who knows 
one book well is better equipped than he 
who reads many in a cursory way. Demos- 
thenes was a great admirer of the history 
of Thucydides. He fell in love with its plan 
and style, and resolved to be benefited there- 
by. He recopied the work eight times in 
order to make himself master of the style. 
That persistent effort to improve his own 
style proved of greater advantage to him 
than the reading of a hundred volumes in 
the usual way. 


Matthews says: “In a large circle of mer 
of letters, some years ago in England, the 
readiest man was one who had diligently 
and devotedly studied Homer—so diligently 
and devotedly, indeed, that upon any line 
being given, him, he was able, in most cases, 
to repeat the next. The old bard was his 
passion, his ideal, his book of books; and 
there was not a difficulty in the idiom, an 
obscurity in the allusion, a labyrinth in the 
construction, or a subtle beauty in the po- 
etry, with which he was not thoroughly fa- 
miliar and could not accurately and agree- 
ably explain. By the intensity of that study 
he had not only so developed his reasoning 
powers as to become a most prompt and 
clear-headed debater, but~he had also ac- 
quired a completeness of execution which he 
carried into every pursuit; and, more than 
that, his intellect had gained a weight and 
power which were felt by all who knew him.” 


The foregoing does not commend the stu- 
dent of a single book at the expense of all 
others, by no means. In showing what it 
is possible for one book to do, the wise use 
of a few or many is not questioned.—Suc- 
cess. 


The Evolution of a Bookworm 


INE junior boys sat in a circle “sizing 
up” the new teacher. He was strong 
and athletic, yet he didn’t seem to feel too 
big to join in the singing of the hymns. 
His eyes had a mischievous twinkle, yet he 
reverently closed them at prayer time. He 
had made two home-runs in the ball game 
the day before, yet he knew how to be quiet 
and orderly during the opening service, Al- 
together he seemed to compel the respect 
of those nine young critics known as “Class 
Seven;” and: a mental X-ray would have 
revealed such estimates as, “‘He’s all right.” 
“Some guy, that.” “He’s a corker!” “I bet 
a feller can’t put one over on him.” And 
so the partnership of ten began. 

The lesson story for the day was about 
David and Goliath, and for the first time 
in many years Class Seven was orderly and 
interested. Their admiration for real cour- 
age grew. Their desire to be heroes in- 
creased. Soon they were earnestly discuss- 
ing their personal heroes chosen from books. 

As Nick M told of his dime-novel 
hero, he added triumphantly, “Believe me, 
that feller didn’t care for law or nuthin’, 
and he was smart enough to git away with 


GANA 
Under the Artist’s Hand 


“The marble was pure and white, 
Though only a block at best; 

But the artist with inward sight, 
Looked further than all the 





rest, 
And saw in the hard, rough 
stone, 
The loveliest statue the sun 
shone on. 


“So he set to work with care 
And chiseled a form of grace— 
A figure divinely fair, 
With tender and beautiful 
face; 
But the blows were hard and fast 
That brought from the marble 
the work at last. 


“So I think that human lives 
Must make God’s chisel keen 
If the spirit yearns and strives 
For the better life unseen, 
For men are only blocks at best 
Till the chiseling brings out all 
the rest.” ; 


UCM 


it every time. The cops was chasin’ him 
from start to finish, but he allers ‘beat it’ 
jest in time. I wisht I was as smart as 
him.” 

“Does your father know you read books 
like that?” inquired the new teacher. 

“My father don’t care what I read, jest 
so’s I don’t bother him,” said Nick. 

“I read a dandy story,” continued the 
teacher, about a fellow named Tode Bryan. 
He was a Boston ‘newsy,’ and the things 
that fellow did certainly kept me guessing.” 
Thereupon the teacher gave a resume of the 


first chapter of the Kook, and when he saw 
that interest in Tode had reached the top- 
notch, he said, “You can get that book at 
the city library. The name of it is The 
Bishop’s Shadow, and it’s by Ida Thurston.” 

On Monday The Bishop’s Shadow left the 
library. During the week it was speedily 
transferred from one card to another among 
the members of Class Seven, eagh boy giving 
his own special favorite the next turn. 

When Sunday arrived there were enthusi- 
astic comments on Tode, the boy who had 
struggled so hard to be like Phillips Brooks, 
and there was a demand for another story. 
So week by week the teacher awakened in- 
terest in worth-while heroes, and directed 
the young hero-worshipers to the books in 
which these heroes might be found. 


This meant that the teacher himself must 
frequent the children’s library. He must 
know what books were both interest-impell- 
ing and wholesome. 


Never once did he say, “You ought not to 
read that,” but every time they met he had 
some book in mind worth recommending to 
his group of ideal-makers. Thus he was 
able to awaken a taste for the wholesome 
and good, while the harmful taste weakened 
and died from disuse. 


In the following list are some of the books 
which those boys read with pleasure and 
profit: 


Little Sir Galahad. Phoebe Grey. 

Heroes and Great Hearts. Dale. 

Everybody’s Library, (Thirty-nine volumes, 
approved by Scoutmasters). 

Indian Boyhood. Eastman. 

Heroes of Everyday Life. F. E. Cole. 

Tommy Remington’s Battle. Burton E. 
Stevenson. 

The Boy Scouts on Lost Trail. Thornton 
Burgess. 

The Boy Scouts at Woodcraft Camp. Thorn- 
ton Burgess. 

The Boy Seouts at Swift River. Thornton 
Burgess. 

Scouting on the Border. Everett T. Tom- 
linson. 

The Pursuit of the Apache Chief. Everett 
T. Tomlinson. 

The Boy Scouts’ Year Book. Everett T. 
Tomlinson. 

Fourth Down. Ralph H. Barbour. 

The Winning of the Golden Cross. Percy R 
Fitz Hugh. 

Coxswain Drake of the Sea Scouts. Isabel 
Hornibrook. 

Paul and the Printing Press. S. W. Bassett. 

The Boy with the United States Mail. Rolt- 
Wheeler. 

The Boy with the United States Naturalist. 
Rolt- Wheeler. 

The Boy with the United States Indians. 
Rolt-Wheeler. 

The Boy with the United States Fisheries. 
Rolt-Wheeler. 

Rick and Ruddy. Howard Garis. 

American Boys’ Handy Book of Camp Lore 
and Woodcraft. Dan Beard. 

American Boys’ Handy Book of Signs and 
Signals. Dan Beard. 


—Nan F. Weeks, in Sunday-school Worker. 
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At Prayer Time 


You shall know the truth and the truth 

shall make you free.—John 8: 32. 
Oo 

Truth! The one great means of emanci- 
pating the soul of man from any bondage, 
be it sin, injustice, tradition, or what not, 
is just truth. One of the needs of his day 
that Jesus saw was that people needed the 
truth. It was one of the principal charac- 
teristics of Christ’s devotion, or of his per- 
sonal consecration to his own work—to be 
loyal to the truth. “I came that I might 
bear witness of the truth,” Jesus told Pilate; 
and the statement is verified by every word 
and deed as it is reported to us in the Gos- 
pels. 

Among the great interests that we should 
be praying, seeking, and working for as 
Christians, there can be few greater, if 
any, than this cause which Jesus made 
prominent in his own life. And even for 
our local churches there can be a few 
greater objectives than that of releasing the 
truth and making it vocal as it may apply 
to problems of our personal, social, or world 
life. By no other way can God effectively 
reach human hearts, and in no other way 
can we most helpfully know and serve God 
in the name of the Master than this in which 
Jesus sought to unite the soul of humanity 
with the Father’s heart. 

We need to pray for the cause of truth, 
and as we now approach the Easter time 
with the burning desire to be more loyal 
to our Lord than ever before, we cannot do 
better than to deepen our consecration tw 
this great Christian interest. 


oa 


Lord of all life, below, above; 

Whose light is truth, whose warmth is love 
Before thy ever blazing throne 

We ask no luster of our own. 


Grant us thy truth to make us free 
And kindling hearts that burn for thée 
Till all ~ living altars claim 

One holy light, one heavenly name. 


—RHalman. 
oO 


O Lord, strengthen my belief that thou 
art behind all facts and that they may 
therefore be followed with devout spirit 
wherever they may lead.—Dean Bosworth. 

Oo 


Our civil courts demand “the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth.” 
That strongly substantiates the spirit and 
purpose of Christianity. How else can jus- 
tice have free course in any phase of our 
life? Let us think for a moment here. 

It may seem to some that our times 
do not urge this insistence. Often we call 
for the ism the whole ism and nothing but 
the ism; the tradition, the whole tradi- 
tion, and nothing but the tradition; and we 
urge our belief, our whole belief, and noth- 
ing but our belief; and so on—and on. 

But we must not substitute for the truth. 
That was the trouble with nearly the whole 
life as Jesus found it. 

The better qualities of our lives need the 


truth to feed upon, and our faith needs an 
ever fresh supply upon which to grow 
strong. 

Jesus appealed to men and women who 
truly desired and sought to know the truth; 
not to those who said they had it. 

The Christian fraternity is not merely a 
group of people who have learned, but who 
in simple unassuming ways still are learn- 
ing and who are trying to live according to 
their knowledge and faith. 

Things become hid to the wise, the fixed, the 
sure and satisfied; but to simple spirited men 
and women, however schooled or unschooled. 
God is continually revealing himself by way 
of new fact, discovery, and experience, as 
he ever has done in his dealings with his 
children. 

Truth is not divisive; our interpretations 
and our prejudices are. One wonders why 
the divided bodies of believers, each having 
portions of truth; and the so-called Chris- 
tian cults, all of them having sincere and 
anxious adherents! They who are seekers 
of truth are one; it is our interpretations 


—— 





O Lerd and Master of us all, 
Whate’er our name or sign, 

We own thy sway, we hear thy call, 
We test our lives by thine. 


We faintly hear, we dimly see, 
In differing phrase we pray: 
But, dim and clear, we own thee 
The Light, the Truth, the Way. 


To do thy will is more than praise, 
As words are less than deeds, 
And simple trust can find thy ways 
We miss with chart or creeds. 


Thy litanies, sweet offices 
Of leve and gratitude: 
Thy sacramental liturgies, 
The joy of doing good. 


The letter fails, and systems fail, 
And every symbol wanes; 
The spirit overbrooding all, 
Eternal love remains. 
—Whittier. 


——oee) 
and our lack of charity for others’ views 


that divide us. : 
‘ Oo 


O thou, great Friend to all the sons of men, 

Who once appeared in humblest guise below, 

Sin to rebuke, to break the captive’s chain, 

And call thy brethren forth from want and 
woe; ° 


We look to thee! thy truth is still the light, 
Which guides the nations, groping on their 


way 
Stumbling and falling in disastrous night, 
Yet hoping ever for the perfect day. 


Yes! thou art still the Life; thou art the 


Way 

The holiest know—Light, Life, and Way of 
Heaven! 

And they who dearest hope, and deepest 


pray, 
Toil by the light, life, way, which thou hast 
given. —Parker. 
oO 


And, because the life of the Master stil! 
is glorified by the truth, we may warmly 
invite men and women to accept Jesus Christ 
as their Savior and teacher. 

In the epilogue of his book, “What Chris- 
tianity Means to Me,” Dr. Abbott quotes the 
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words of Howard S. Bliss who was once 
president of the Syrian Protestant College 
in Beirut. The statement of these appeals 
shows how largely that Jesus may still an- 
swer the problem of our life: 

Does Christ save you from your sin? 

Call him Savior. 

Does he free you from the slavery of your 
passions? 

Call him Redeemer. 

Does he teach you as no one else has 
taught you? 

Call him teacher! 

Does he mold and master your life? 

Call him Master! 

Does he shine upon the pathway that is 
dark to you? 

Call him Guide! 

Does he reveal God to you? 

Call him the Son of God! 

Does he reveal man? 

Call him the Son of Man! 

Or, in following him, are your lips silent 
in your capacity to define him and his influ- 
ence upon you? 

Call him by no name, but follow him! 


Oo 


“Let me, O Lord, give thee my heart, 

All that I have to give, 

Show me, O Lord, what a friend thou art, 
Bind me close, so that naught can part; 

In thee, O let me live.” 


Each of us can pray— 

That we may follow truth as it leads 
into the abounding life. 

That truth become the foundation and the 
support of our spiritual enthusiasms. 

That we may learn both to cherish the 
truth and to be considerate and patient with 
all who are earnestly seeking it. 

That we remember that discovery of truth 
is progressive. 

That we may be witnesses for the truth. 

That the cause of truth may prevail in 
all the phases of our personal or social life. 

That we may not herald personal views 
as special revelation, nor boast that special 
revelation is according to a personal out- 
look. 

That our faith in God and in. the truth 
will grow stronger as our Master—he who 
loved the truth and died for it—leads us as 
his disciples. 


— 


Some one said that one of the sublimest 
things in the world is plain truth. And 
Jesus said, “Ye shall have the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free.” Will you 
accept him? 


O Lord, our God, early would we seek 
thee. Our souls cry out for thee, the liv- 
ing God. All things about us change with 
the years, but thou remainest. From ever- 
lasting to everlasting thou art God. Help 
us to prepare ourselves for the changes 
that life brings to us by firmer reliance upon 
thine own abiding love. Help us to discern 
aright the new forms in which thou givest 
us the truth. May we not be content 
with the old alone, dear and useful as 
it has been. But help us to seek ever the 
present truth, the truth for the day in which 
we live. For Christ the truth’s sake. Amen. 
—The Daily Altar. 

ERNEST TD. GILBERT. 
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Woman’s Work 


[Please send items for this department to either Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lucretia 


Craig Helfenstein, Dayton, Ohio.] 


Council Notes 


N° doubt all our readers know that the 

Woman’s Board for Home Missions is 
a constituent member of the Council of 
Women for Home Missions, and that the 
Woman’s Board for Foreign Missions is a 
member of the Federation of Woman’s 
Boards for Foreign Missions. These two 
organizations send to the corresponding sec- 
retaries first-hand information on all sub- 
jects pertaining to the woman’s work and 
through this column the items of interest 
will be passed on. 


Our boards are assisting in a small way 
through these agencies to furnish Christian 
literature for the women of the Orient and 
doing work for Farm and Cannery 
Migrants, combining the service rendered by 
the Daily Vacation Bible School with Day 
Nursery, First Aid, Domestic Science, and 
Playground Work. 


A fourteen-page leaflet has just been pub- 
lished entitled, “A College Girl’s Summer 
Diary.” It is a story of these girls work- 
ing in the migrant fields. This leaflet will 
be used in the August missionary program. 
Send to Mrs. Emma S. Powers, C. P. A. 
Bldg., Dayton, Ohio. Price ten cents. 


Home Mission Study Books 
1922—1923 


THEME: THE NEGRO IN AMERICA 
Senior Book—The Trend of the Race, By 


George E. Haynes, Ph. D. 


Young People’s Book—In the Vanguard 
of a Race. By Mrs. L. H. Hammond. 

Junior Book—A Story Centering Around 
a Negro Boy. By Anita B. Ferris. 


Foreign Mission Study Books 
1922—1923 
Senior Book—Building With India. By 
Daniel J. Fleming. 
Young People’s Book—Lighten to Lighten. 
By Alice B. Van Doren. 


Primary Book—A Child Garden in India. 
By Amelia Josephine Burr. 


An Echo From the Day of Prayer 


HE Antioch Sunday-school has three 

classes co-operating with our Woman’s 
Mission Board in southern Ohio. The Sun- 
day following the Day of Prayer the Sun- 
day-school spent fifteen minutes in a vol- 
untary prayer service and reports that it 
was a blessing to the school. 


A Testimonial 


.AM a reader of The Christian Mission- 

ary and I surely enjoy reading it. Al- 
ways find an inspiration that is helpful to 
my spiritual life. I am making some sac- 
rifice*so that I will be able to make an of- 
fering on our Foreign Mission Day.” 


The above is a quotation from a letter 
received this week. It is a joy to ‘know 
that some folks are being helped by The 
Christian Missionary. We know that many 
are being helped. There are many others 
who ought to be receiving the magazine who 
have not yet realized what it would mean 
to them. Will you not see to it that more 
persons in your church become subscribers? 

And about the sacrifice for Foreign Mis- 
sions; have you made a sacrifice? Jesus 
made a sacrifice, our missionaries make sac- 
rifices; are we doing the same? 


Union Christian, Veedersburg, Indiana 
AST Sunday, Foteign Mission Day, our 
Sunday-school superintendent, Freeman 
Knowles, and his wife gave a special invi- 
tation to the missionary society to attend 
Sunday-school. Mrs. Knowles had pre- 
pared a program consisting of the History 
of our Early Missionaries, by Mrs. Lilly 
Clark; a Review of our Work in Japan, by 
Mrs. Frank Helms; the leaflet on Porto 
Rico, by Rev. W. P. Minton, was given by 
Zealta Helms; Bible references were read 
by members of the society; and “The Acid 
Test of Giving,” by Mrs. Roy Williams. The 
offering was followed by a foreign mission- 
ary sermon by the pastor, Rev. A. E. House. 

At night he spoke again on Japan. 
ELIZABETH CRUMLEY. 


“On Guard for God” 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR APRIL 9, 1922 
II Kings 11: 1-17 


BY HERMON ELDREDGE 
Secretary of Sunday-schools 


Golden Text—Jehovah preserveth all them 
that love him.—Ps. 145: 20. 


Prete eww ewe wm em wr ew ww wm wwe we rw rw eerqy 


' 
HOME DAILY READINGS 
Monday, April 3—How a Boy Became 


King. 2 Kings 11: 1-12. 
Tuesday, April 4—How God’s Prieat 
Helped. 2 Kings 11: 13-20. 


Wednesday, April 5—Thc Story Retold. 
2 Chron, 22: 10-23: 11 


Thursday, April 6—God Preserves< 


Moses, Kxodus 2: 1-10. 
Friday, April 7—God Preserves Joseph. 
Gen, 39: 1-6. 


Saturday, April S—God Preserves the 
Child Jesus, Matt, 2: 13-23. 


Sunday, April 9—God Saves and Satis- 
fles, Psalm 145: 10-21. - 


bone were wre ee eee sn ee ee eee ww emo ed 
God or Man 

Why do we say that the priest preserved 
when it was the priest? 

Why do we say that the priest preserved 


. the life of Joash if it were Jehovah that 


did it? 
Paul says, “We are laborers together with 
God,” or “We are God’s fellow-workers.” 


Nehemiah says, “The Lord our God will 
prosper us, therefore we his servants will 
arise and build.” He did not say, “The Lord 
our God will prosper us, therefore we his 
servants have nothing to do.” 


The priest saved Joash. The Lord pre- 
served Joash. Joash saved himself by 
obedience. All “worked together” in such 
a perfect way that sometimes it is said that 
one did it and sometimes another. 

Paul plants, Apollos waters, and God gives 
the increase. God made it that way from 
the beginning, and when any one of these 
three fail, the cause fails. If Paul fails to 
plant or Apollos to water or God to in- 
crease—the thing is a failure. 


“Converts” 
An eastern evangelist was rather boasting 


about “his converts.” He called attention to 
a young man who had made good in life and 


who was one of “his converts.” He gave 
no credit for a godly father and mother who 
planted the seeds of righteousness in that 
boy’s heart or for the faithful pastor and 
Sunday-school teacher who watered that 
seed with prayer and the ministration of the 
Word. The evangelist only saw his part, 
which was an important one, but barren 
without the other. 


“Athaliah ... saw that her son was dead... 
she destroyed all the seed royal.” vV. 1. 


Athaliah’s trouble was the same as that 
which afflicts many a man and woman of 
that day and ours. She looked on outward 
things only and not on the things of God. 
And in this outward look she saw that the 
king was dead, but did not see that God still 
lived. She acted as if God were dead. And 
so does many a man and woman today. They 
did not know or they forgot to remember, 
that God still “moves in a mysterious way 
his wonders to perform” and that when they 
plan for life and living that he will be in 
the plan whether they will or no. 

“For each one of us must all give an ac- 
count of himself unto God.” 

“Hid in the house of the Lord six years.” 

Vv. 3 


There is always something hidden in the 
house or mind of God. It is the unexpected 
which always happens. When all seems to 
be gone to the bad then God does the un- 
expected. The Babe in Bethlehem’s manger 
was the most unexpected thing that could 
happen to Judea. They expected a king 
with trailing clouds of glory. They found a 
baby, a helpless (?) baby, wrapped in swad- 
dling clothes and born outside of the com- 
forts of a common house. Very little in- 
deed of the “trailing clouds of glory” in 
that. But some saw the sight. Some heard 
the song. Some went far to know and were 
satisfied. 

And here the Kingdom has gone to its 
limit. .There is nothing left but a wicked 
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woman who will have her murderous way. 
One would think that God would raise up 
a strong man and overwhelm her. But God 
and his priest save a baby boy through a 
faithful nurse and changes the history of 
Judah. 

You never can tell what God has hidden 
in his house or in his thought and purpose 
for men." Who would have thought in the 
days of the degradation of the Catholic 
Church that God would have saved the 
situation through a Catholic monk—Martin 
Luther? Mighty few, if any, men would 
have picked out Abraham Lincoln at fifty 
years of age as anything but an honest 
lawyer who had had more failures than 
successes in life. Yet at fifty-six years of 
age he died with the whole world at his bier 
and proclaimed as the greatest American. 
“A third part ... shall be keepers.” 
“A third part shall be at the gate.” 
“Two parts .. 
house.” V. 7. 


“Every man with his weapons in his hand.” 
Vv. 8. 


Vv. Ss 
Vv. 6. 
- shall keep the watch of the 


Jehoiada was not only a man of prayer 
and purpose, but he had another great 
quality. He was an organizer. Every man 
had his place in the work that was before 
him. Some were “keepers.” Some were “at 
the gate.” Some kept watch, and every man 
was given a definite task to do. That is 
where nine-tenths of the business houses 

' fail. A lack of organization. That is where 
many a preacher and many a church fails. 
A lack of being able to place men in definite 
places for definite work. The result is that 
when the trying time comes there is not an 
organized army of resistance and defense 
and aggression, but there is a mob without 
leaders, and “where there is no vision the 
people perish.” 

We hold mass (or otherwise) meetings 
and go after the crowd with one man preach- 
ing at them. (That is good as far as it 
goes.) We, too often, fail in the crucial 
‘time because we have no plan of procedure. 
Or if we organize we center too much about 
one man. John Jones is Sunday-schocl 
superintendent and on the official board and 
treasurer of the church and is asked to be 
president of the Young People’s society 
while Bill Smith has no job. Mary Smith 
teaches a class in the Sunday-school and is 
president of the missionary society and also 
president of the Ladies’ Aid and chairman 
of the Lookout Committee, and is asked to 
get up the Easter program, when Molly 
Barnes has no job at all. 

Our Forward Movement is teaching us 
some things along this line of how to 
organize the church for an aggressive work. 


“A covenant between the Lord and the king 
and the people.” V. 17. 


That means a covenant between God and 
the nation and the folks. That’s a healthy 
covenant. God has to do with nations as 
well as individuals and “Happy is the people 
whose God is the Lord.” 


It will be a great day in this old world’s 
history when the nations shall take God imto 
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their counsels. When there will be a Chris- 
tian covenant between God and the people of 
every nation and of all the nations. We will 
struggle along until then with all our ups 
and downs. 

But who knows—God knows—but that 
out here on our city streets or out there 
among the hills somewhere is the lad or lass 
growing up in some nation who will hear 
the voice of God and will lead the nations in 
a real way into such a covenant. He may 
be in America or in India. He may be in- 
nocently asleep now in Central Europe or 
hungry in Armenia. Like Joash of old he 
is hidden until the time of his revealing to 
the people. He may be a helpless little babe 
on some mother’s breast today, but some 
day he will stand clear-eyed and masterful 
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before a world as God’s chosen leader. Will 


it be soon? Shall we live to see it in 1930? 
In 1950? In 1970? How long, O Lérd, 
how long? 


Erie, Pennsylvania. 


' SUNDA Y-SCHOOL 
SUPERINTENDENT 

Have you written to the Sunday 
School Board of the Christian Church, 
Cc. P. A. Bldg., Dayton, Ohio, about ! 
those plans on INCREASE and 
EFFICIENCY. 

} If not—why not? 
‘ 
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The Master’s Invitation 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR APRIL 9, 1922 
Luke 14: 16-24; John 3:16 


BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 
Secretary of Christian Endeavor 


Program Pointers 


Select invitation hymns. That beautiful old hymn, 


“Though Your Sins Be as Scarlet,” sung as a quartet 
would make a fine number for special music. If 
you have a good song leader or can secure one, it 
would add impressiveness to the service to have the 
first verse of three or four of the old familiar in- 
vitation hymns sung, without the use of books and 
swinging from one right into the other. Of course 
the instrumentalist would have to know before hand 
what was to be sung so that she could go from one 
tune to the other without a break. If you have a 
violinist or cornetist or, if you do not have either 
of these, have the pianist, while heads are bowed, 
play one of the old invitation hymns, such as, “Just 
as I Am Without One Plea,” “Why Not Now?” “I 
Hear Thy Welcome Voice,” ‘Softly’ and Tenderly 
Jesus is Calling.” 


Present to the members sometime before the meet- 
ing, if possible, an envelope addressed to themselves, 
bearing on the outside the topic, “The Master’s In- 
vitation.” On the inside they will find an invitation, 
“You are invited to—” and then fill in whatever part 
you wish the member to take, sing a solo, lead in 
prayer, read a selection, conduct a Bible reading, re- 
cite a poem, or answer a question. 


Thoughts on the Theme 

ERSE 16. “A certain man made a great 
supper, and bade many.” The thought 
for the supper originated with the man who 
was going to give it and he made all the 
preparation. It did not cost the invited 
guests a penny. So the great gospel feast 
to which God invites us originated in his 
heart of love and is provided for us, by 
him, at no cost whatever to ourselves. His 
invitation is broader than that of the “cer- 
tain man” for it is not limited to “many” but 

is sent out to “Whosoever will.” 

V. 17. “Come; for all things are now 
ready.” God in Christ has made all pro- 
vision for our spiritual needs and our spir- 
itual enjoyment. And his invitation has 
been sent forth into the world. How am- 
ple, how perfect, are the provisions God has 
made. He has not left one thing undone 
that would make the gospel feast one of 
the fullest joy. I wonder where some folks 
get the idea that the invitation of Chris: 
is to a funeral. Christ likens the Christian 
life to a feast, a banquet. 

V. 18. “I have bought a piece of ground, 
and I must needs go and see it: I pray thee 








have me excused.” Note these excuses all 
are based on things that are lawful and not 
sinful in themselves. I believe more peopie 
are kept from the gospel feast by things 
that are in themselves lawful and all right 
than by things that are really sinful. “More 
persons are killed by meat than by poison.” 

The first excuse is the excuse of wealth, 
“I have something else to see.” Poor time 
to look over a piece of ground after it had 
been purchased. It could have waited. It 
wouldn’t run away. He could have gone 
next day or week and it would have still 
been there. The sad thing is that it was 
an excuse, 


V. 19. “I have bought five yoke of oxen, 
and I go to prove them: I pray thee have me 
excused.” The time to prove oxen is be- 
fore buying. After you have bought them 
you can prove them at any time. This man’s 
excuse was business. “I have something 
else to do.” How many there are in the 
world today who let business keep them from 
the gospel feast. It does not need to, for 
some of the biggest, busiest business men in 
this country are earnest, active Christian 
men and have accepted the invitation to the 
great feast and are finding joy and satis- 
faction in the things provided. 


.V. 20. “I have married a wife, and there- 
fore I cannot come. Why didn’t he take 
his wife along with him? Surely no one 
need stay away from the gospel feast be- 
cause of wife or husband, for the invita- 
tion is “Come thou and thy house.” This 
man’s excuse was pleasure. “I have some- 
thing else to enjoy.” I believe this last 
excuse is keeping more of our young people 
from enjoying the feast of God than any 
other.. Allowing the pleasures of time and 
sense to keep them from the pleasures of 
the spirit, the pleasures that are eternal. 
We find hidden in these three excuses the 
old trinity of evil, “the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life,” 
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keeping man away from the blessings God 
has provided for man. 


None of these are reasons. They are 
open, downright, selfish excuses. No man 
has a reason why he does not accept the 
full, free invitation to God’s royal banquet. 
He may find many excuses, but never a 
reason. 

Vs. 21-23. As servants of Christ we are 
to carry the message not only to the wealthy 
and cultured and educated; but we are to go 
to the poor and needy and sinful and igno- 
rant, for the Master’s invitation includes 
them. Will there be those who will miss 
this supper, this gospel feast, because you 
and I have not gone in the Master’s name 
and carried the invitation to them? 


V. 24. “None of those men which were 
bidden shall taste of my supper.” Sad re- 
sult, the man who asks to be excused will 
finally have that request granted and the 
day will come when he may see the guests 
who have accepted the invitation coming 
“from the east and the west and sitting 
down with the Master at the great royal 
banquet of love and they themselves shut 
out.” 


John 3:16. How broad and comprehen- — 


sive is this invitation. ‘Whosoever”—that 
means you, and that means me, and that 
means any man, anywhere, who will accept 
the invitation on its terms, “believeth in 
him.” So no man can ever say, “I was nov 
invited.” Some, because of neglect on the 
part of Christ’s servants, may not get their 
invitation; but they were invited. 


The Master’s Invitation 
A Bible Reading 


Full preparation has been made for your 
blessing. ‘Come, for all: things are now 
ready.”—Luke 14:17 1. ¢. 

“Come down; for today I must abide at 
thy house.”—Luke 19:5 1. c., The invita- 
tion to forgiveness. _ 

“Come and see.”—John 1: 39. Invitation 
to personal acquaintanceship with Christ. 

“Come, take up the cross, and follow me.” 
—Mark 10:21. An invitation to disciple- 
ship. 

“Come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, said the Lord and touch not the 
unclean thing: and I will receive you, and 
will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be 
my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Al- 
mighty.”—2 Cor. 6:17, 18. The invitation 
to sonship. d 

“Come and drink.”—John 7:37. The in- 
vitation to satisfaction. 

“Come and dine.”—John 21:12. The in- 
vitation to communion and strength. 

“Come and rest.”—Matt. 11: 28-30. The 
invitation to rest. 

“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. 
And let him that heareth say, Come.”— 
Rev. 22:17. f. c. The bearers of invitation. 

“And whoever will, let him take of the 
water of life freely.”"—Rev. 22: 17 1. c. The 
invited guests—“Whosoever will.” 


By Way of Illustration 


When the caravans in the desert are in 
want of water, they are accustomed to send 
a camel with its rider some distance in ad- 
vance. Then after a time another, and then 
at a short interval another. As soon as 
the first man finds water, almost before he 
stoops down to drink, he shouts aloud 
“Come!” The next man hearing it repeats 
the call, “Come!” The nearest man agaim 
takes up the call “Come!” until the sur- 


. Through Education.” 


rounding desert echoes with the word 
“Come.” So should we pass on the great 
invitation of the Master until the whole 
world hears the invitation. 


A blessed work of grace had been going 
on in Scotland. Many had accepted God’s 
invitation and rejoiced in their newly-found 
Savior. Among these was a Mr. Murray, 
an office bearer in one of the churches and 
for fifty years a professor of religion, with- 
out, however, the “one thing needful.” One 
day as Mr. Murray was reading a gospel 
paper he came across the following state- 
ment: “The gospel brings us not a work to 
do, but a word to believe about a work 
done.” “I see it all,” said he to his wife. 
“I have been working away at the keyhole, 
and the door has been open all the time. My 
fifty years’ profession amounts to nothing, 
and I get salvation through simply accept- 
ing Christ.”—Love Wins. 

In Holman Hunt’s great picture, “The 
Light of the World,” we see One with gentle, 
patient face, standing at a door, which is 
ivy-covered, as if long closed. He is girt 
with priestly breastplate. He bears in his 
hand the lamp of truth. He stands and 
knocks. There is no answer, and he still 
stands and knocks. His eye tells of love; 
his face beams with yearning. You look 
closely and you perceive that there is no 
knob or latch on the outside of the door. 
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It can be opened only from within. Do you 
not see the meaning?—J. R. Miller. 


Christ’s Invitation 
Lord, what am I, that, with unceasing care, 
Thou didst seek after me, that thou didst wait, 
Wet with unhealthy dews, before my gate, 
And pass the gloomy nights of winter there? 
O strange delusion! that I did not greet 
Thy blest approach, and O, to heaven how lost 
If my ingratitude’s unkindly frost 
Has called the bleeding wounds upon thy feet. 
How oft my guardian angel gently cried, 
“Soul, from thy casement look, and thou shalt see 
He who persists to knock and wait for thee!” 
And, O! how often to that voice of sorrow, 
‘Tomorrow we will open,” I replied. 
And when the morrow came I answered still, “‘To- 


morrow. 
H. W. Longfellow. 


For Discussion 

In what ways does Christ invite? 

What have Christians to do in spreading the 
Master’s invitation? 

Why do not all people accept the Master’s invita- 
tion ? 

What one of the Master’s invitations do you think 
it the hardest to accept? 

Which one of Christ’s invitations makes the great- 
est appeal to you? 

Name some real blessings which are obtained by 
accepting Christ’s invitation? 

What is the real difference between excusing our- 
selves from accepting Christ’s invitation and flatly 
refusing to accept it? 


1023 Garfield Ave., 
Springfield, Ohio. 


Communications - 


Why Not All Join the Catholics, Then? 


My good friend and greatly esteemed 
brother, Rev. H. Shelton Smith, New 
Haven, Conn., has written for The Herald 
of Gospel Liberty a wonderfully interest- 
ing and pointed article on “Evangelism 
I think no one more 
than myself realizes the futility, not to say 
disagreeableness, of controversy in a church 
paper, and these lines are written not to 
in any wise weaken the power nor lessen 
the influence of Bro. Smith’s weighty 
article. 


I am wondering, however, if good friend 
Smith did not allow his zeal for a great 
cause, and his fervor of spirit, to say more 
in the concluding paragraph of his article 
than he really intended to say. Charity at 
least, and my warm friendship for Smith, 
would lead me to so interpret, for in this 
paragraph this question is found: 


Why does the Catholic Church challenge the world 
with the statement: “Give me the child until he is 
seven years old and I will give him back to the 
world, and he will always be a Catholic?” 

The answer to this question Brother 
Smith gives in the following words: 

Precisely because that church knows the secret of 
Christian nurture, and keeps the child saved from 
the day of his birth. If Romanism can do it in 
spite of her poor pedagogy and Middle Age dogmas, 
how much more can the Protestant Church, accom- 
plish through her use of modern methods, interests, 
and attitudes. Let the Protestant Church save her 
children from the beginning of their lives . . . 
and she will by divine right rule the world. 


That which surprises me in this’ state- 
ment is Brother Smith’s declaration that 
the Catholic Church keeps the child saved 
from the day of his birth. This being true, 
I cannot understand why Protestantism 
should not at once haul down her on 
and go bag and baggage into the Catholic 
Church. I had at least supposed that there 
were sinners and the sinning, the lost and 
the erring, even among young and old of 
Catholics. But Brother Smith’s teaching 
would lead me, could I accept it, to believe 
that I am mistaken. I do not know how 
other readers of the article feel, but being 
a father of children and having yet some 
of tender years who are to a degree looking 


to me for moral and spiritual guidance, if 
I could feel that friend Smith’s conclusion 
is correct, I should renounce my Protestant- 
ism at once and apply for membership in 
the Catholic Church and lead my children 
into it if I could. I say this frankly and 
mean every word of it; because as parent 


I certainly desire to see and “keep my chil-, 


dren saved” from the day of their birth. 


I am reminded of an incident that oc- 
curred during the war. I chanced to be on 
a visit to an army camp. In that camp 
was a Catholic chaplain, assigned to the 
post by the Government to minister to the 
spiritual needs of the Catholic constituency 
there. There was also in the same camp a 
Protestant chaplain, a good friend of mine, 
assigned by the Government to minister to 
the moral and spiritual needs of the Pro- 
testants and to such as would receive his 
ministrations. Now this Protestant chap- 
lain described, at some length, the conduct 
of the Catholic chaplain, stating among 
other things that he did not hesitate on Sat- 
oe night to gamble at cards, or tarry till 
drunkenness came in the deep hours of the 
night over the table and bottle, with the very 
ones to whom he was to minister as their 
priest on the Sabbath. I asked my friend 
what effect the Catholic priest’s immoral 
conduct on Saturday had upon the size of 
his congregation on Sunday. “None what- 
ever,” said my friend, “so far as I can 
gather. That is ju&t the difference between 
a Catholic chaplain and a Protestant chap- 
lain. For the Catholic, if sober at the time, 
can lead his congregation through the ritual 
and the forms and ceremonies, and that is 
all that is required. I, on the other hand.” 
continued my friend, “must win personally 
the esteem and gain the confidence of my 
parishioners if a congregation shall gather 
to hear me on the Sabbath.” 


I presume that this Catholic chaplain 
who could swear and gamble and drink had 
been a Catholic from birth till that hour; 
but I am wondering if Brother Smith 
would acknowledge that the Catholic 
Church had kept him saved from the day 
of his birth. 

One other sentence raises a question. 
Brother Smith speaks of what the Protes- 
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tant Church can accomplish “through her 
use of modern methods, interests, and atti- 
tudes.” I am wondering what the Protes- 
tant Church could accomplish if it would 
put Christ first and preach and teach 
through all its churches, schools, and aux- 
iliaries that “neither is there salvation in 
any other; for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must, be saved” (Luke 4:10). I am 
glad that Bro. Smith has told us parents 
that our children are all “untainted by 
Adam’s sin except in so far as Adam and 
all other Adams since gave rise to certain 
psychophysical tendencies to evil.” Now 
that is so comforting. Hereafter when our 
children do wrong, disobey, go astray in 
spite of all the advice, counsel, praying, 
godly rearing, we can give them, we can 
assure ourselves, and take comfort from the 
fact that they are untainted by sin and only 
have “a psychophysical tendency to evil” 
—whatever that means. But oh! if we had 
just been Catholics even that “psychopsy- 
sical tendency to evil” would have made no 
difference; for as good friend Smith 
continues: 

We of the Protestant Church have allowed the seeds 
of evil sowing to grow and produce a harvest while 
we slept, until our only hope—and a doubtful one 
indeed—of enlisting the millions of nominally Pro- 
testant members is by “throwing out the life line” 
to shipwrecked victims. , 


One cannot escape Smith’s conclusion 
here that Catholics have not allowed the 
seeds of evil sowing to grow while they 
slept,-and so they are not driven, as we 
Protestants are, to “the only hope, and that 
a very doubtful one, of throwing out the 
life line” to any of their number; for among 
them—well they have all been saved from 
infancy up by education, and so do not need 
the redemptive power of Jesus Christ to 
save them. But surely Bro. Smith’s fervor 
of spirit, and enthusiasm for a great cause, 
led him to write words that had a mean- 
ing he had not fully reckoned with. 


J. O. ATKINSON. 
Elon College, N. C. 


Let the Holy Spirit Rule 


Tam well pleased with the Evangelism num- 
ber, February 23. While the articles by the 
brethren are good, I feel sure that we ought 
to give the Holy Spirit a more prominent 
place in our writing, as well as in our 
preaching, for in Acts 1:8 it is said, “Ye 
shall receive power, after that the Holy 
Spirit is come upon you; and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth.” But we do 
not necessarily need to tarry now, for God 
said by the prophet Joel, “It shall come to 
pass afterward, that I will pour out of my 
Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy.” We surely are 
now living under the reign of the Holy Spir- 
it and I will continue:to look for the works 
of the Spirit in my labors for the Lord, for 
in St. John 16:8, he says the Holy 
Spirit “will reprove the-world of sin, and 
of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin 
because they believe not on me; of righteous- 
ness, because I go to my Father, and ye see 
me no more; of judgment, because the prince 
of this world is judged.” 

Brethren, let us give the Holy Spirit full 
right of way in our work for the Master. 

SAMUEL LEWIS, Field Secretary, 
Ohio Eastern Christian Conference. 
Bladen, Ohio. 


A Duty of the Religious Press 


I am more than pleased with your very 
timely editorial last week on “The Reign of 
Anarchy or Law,” also on “A Soldier’s View 
of the Bonus,” and others into which you so 
very ably inject spiritual light. Editors of 
religious papers should throw spiritual light 
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upon great political questions as well as up- 
on Bible and church matters. What a great 
blessing editors of secular papers would be 
to the home and to the nation if they all 
could have a heart for human betterment 
and not merely for money-making and for 
pleasing the majority, whether the majority 
be right or wrong—as is the case with too 
many editors. ALBERT GODLEY. 
Tenafly, N. J. 


Postscripts 
I have just read your editorial on the 
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peril of the movies, and it made my blood 
boil. Something must be done and should 
be done at once. This insidious evil is work- 
ing all through our body politic and taint- 
ing our whole future citizenship with crim- 
inal and libidinous tendencies. 


, DONALD P. HURLBURT. 
Bangor, Maine. 


For some time I have owed you a letter of 
gratitude for the fine paper you are editing. 
A. E. CORTNER. 
Albany, Indiana, 


Some Recent Books 


(Any book can be furnished by The Christian Publishing Association 
at publisher’s price). 


Safed and Keturah—Parables of Safed the 
Sage. By William E. Barton. The Pil- 
grim Press. $1.25. 


To those acquainted with several of the 
high-class religious periodicals, “Safed the 
Sage” is known as one of the wisest and 
most delightful philosophers of the present 
day. And what is best, his philosophy in- 
variably has to do with the common, every- 
day experiences of life. His brief articles 
are syndicated by several religious journals 
every week, and we venture that few of 
their readers ever miss one of these fasci- 
nating little studies of human nature. They 
are written after the style of the ancient 
Israelites, and have a humor and a wisdom 
that are irresistible. This is the third vol- 
ume which has been issued; and their au- 
thor, the well known Dr. William E. Barton, 
is certainly rendering a real service to hu- 
manity by putting so much wholesome coun- 
sel into such a pleasant and readable style. 
We most earnestly commend the book to 
young as well as old. It should be in many 
a home and kept- near at hand for those 
spare moments in which we are likely to 
turn to a trashy newspaper unless we have 
something like this handy. 


The Rock That Is Higher. By Teunis E. 
Gouwens. Fleming H. Revell Company. 
$1.25. 

It is a real satisfaction now and then to 
pick up a volume which does not undertake 
to handle some serious “problem of today,” 
but speaks directly to the individual heart 
in those matters of personal experience and 
need in which every heart wants encourage- 
ment now and then. So it is a pleasure to 
commend this small collection of brief ser- 
mons. As Dr. Charles S. Macfarland, the 
General Secretary of the Federal Council 
of Churches, says in his introduction: “In 
reading them I have found my conscience 
penetrated and explored, my heart touched, 
my feverish ways composed, my faith deep- 
ened, and my hope quickened.” This is the 
mission of these sermons to the individual 
soul, and they will fit into the need of many 
individuals and prove suggestive to many 
preachers. 


The Ineffable Glory. By Rev. Edward M. 
Bounds. George H. Doran Company. $1.25. 
The fact that the author opens his chap- 

ter on the “Literal Resurrection” with the 

declaration that “The resurrection of the 
same body which we put in the grave is the 
cornér stone of the whole Christian system” 
is sufficient to classify it as of only little 
value to a great body of Christian believers 
today. Pretending to give a study of the 
ineffable and glorious hope of immorality, 
he allows himself to become so inundated in 
the crudest kind of materialism that he 
loses sight of the great message of comfort 
and hope which he should have brought to 
a hungering world. 


Making the Bible Real. By Frederic Bread- 
, we Fleming H. Revell Company. 


One cannot hope in a hundred brief pages 
to do a great deal to give the setting of the 
Scriptures; and yet Professor Oxtoby, long 
a resident in the Orient, has crowded into 
this brief compass a great many little side 
lights which will prove illuminating to the 
average Sunday-school teacher and student. 
In eight short chapters, he presents the Old 
Testament history, the Prophets, Christ and 
the Pharisees, a sketch of Paul, a brief 
chronology or two, a good outline map, and 
other things which will be of real value to 
that great class of church members who 
cannot be induced to take up any very ex- 
haustive Bible study. It would not be hard 
fora pastor to get almost anyone of his con- 
gregation to read this book, and the read- 
ing of it would give him a much better 
grasp of his Bible as a whole. 


The Importance and Value of Proper Bible 
Study. By R. A. Torrey. George H. 
Doran Company. $1.25. 


The name of Dr. R. A. Torrey is so well 
known that he needs no introduction to 
Christian people anywhere. This small vol- 
ume is really a collection of four sermons in 
which he presents his extreme literalistic 
view and method of Bible study. 


The Story of Paul as Told by Himself. By 
Edward Leigh Pell. Fleming H. Revell 
Company. Fifty cents. 


The various books of Edward Leigh Pell 
upon Biblical and Sunday-school themes have 
won a large number of readers; and doubt- 
less his Bible stories will attain to a great 
circulation in Sunday-school libraries and 
elsewhere where books are sought to present 
Bible characters to children. Already his 
stories of Jesus, Joseph, David, Abraham, 
and Paul have been issued. All of them are 
written for little people; and this one, like 
some of the others, is given in the first per- 
son, as though Paul himself were telling the 
story. This style makes the character very 
realistic and impresses it firmly upon the 
memory. The author has tried to stay as 
near as possible to the Bible narrative and 
to introduce little outside material. 


In the Prison Camps of Germany. By Con- 
rad Hoffman. Association Press. . 


The Y. M. C. A., which was subjected to 
such severe and unjust criticism right at the 
close of the war for its work abroad, will 
some day surely come into its own and be 
given due honor for the remarkable service 
which it then performed. Never before in 
the history of the world had any voluntary 
organization, solely dependent upon the 
voluntary gifts of the people, undertaken 
such a gigantic enterprise over such a vast 
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field of difficult and almost impossible 
ministry. Not only was this immense 
undertaking itself new and unique, in which 
modes and methods had to be tried out in 
slow and sometimes mistaken experiment; 
but also the personnel in large part had to 
be made up of green hands, chosen here and 
there and everywhere as best as could be at 
a time when men were so scarce and so hard 
to secure. How rightly the “Y,” under these 
trying circumstances, richly deserved some- 
thing better than the coarse and unsympa- 
thetic criticisms which it received from so 
many quarters, is abundantly illustrated in 
the 275 pages of this solid volume. Mr. 
Hoffman, the author, was the secretary in 
charge of Prisoners-of-War Work in Ger- 
many, and from August 15, 1915, to June, 
1919, devoted his whole time to the welfare 
of British, French, Russian, and American 
prisoners in these German camps. The story 
as he tells it here is not only a record of 
wonderful devotion and fine service to the 
greatest body of prisoners ever brought to- 
gether in the history of the world, but also 
—<- many side lights upon the Great War 
itself. 


The Menace of Immorality. By Rev. John 
Roach Straton. George H. Doran Com- 
pany. $1.75. 


The recent newspaper publicity given to 


Rev. John Roach Straton, pastor of Calvary 
Baptist Church, renews an interest in this 
vigorous volume of his which was published 
some two years ago and which is probably 
the most scathing indictment of modern 
sins, and especially those which infest New 
York City, that has ever been printed from 
the pen of such an observer. This is really 
no Billy Sunday tirade, but an honest and 
frank presentation of sin as it reveals it- 
self in some of its more extreme phases and 
daring attitudes in our modern city life. 
Dr. Straton discusses the gambling craze, 
the Sunday question, the theater, immoral- 
ity, the connection between women’s dress 
and social vice, and many similar questions, 
in a manner that seems startling indeed, 
coming as it does from the:pulpit of one of 
the wealthiest and most staid churches of 
the land. But however much any man may 
differ from him in viewpoint, it certainly 
is time that every Christian and every 
patriotic American heart be honest enough 
to face the fact that there are some most 
unwholesome practices and tendencies in 
this country which need to be frankly 
studied and properly dealt with. 


It-Is to Laugh. By Edna Geister. 
H. Doran Company. $1.25. 


George 


Here is another volume by the author of 
“Ice Breakers” which will prove quite in- 
viting to social committees and others upon 
whom falls the task of providing programs 
of fun and entertainment for social gather- 
ings. It gives a large number of group 
games, tricks, picnic, and other amusements 
as well as a number of ways to mix up a 
crowd and prevent stiffness and inactivity. 
It will become as deservedly popular as was 
its predecessor. 


A People’s Life of Christ. By J. Patterson- 
Smyth, B. D., LL. D., author of “The Gos- 
pel of the Hereafter,” etc. Fleming H. 
Revell Company. Price $3.50. 


A pastor is being continually asked to 
name good books which touch upon the Bible 
and Bible characters. Here is one that we 
feel can be unreservedly recommended 
those who would familiarize themselves 
with the story of the Christ and the times 
of his ministry. First published in 1920 and 
going toa second edition in less than a year, 
this great work is already being translated 


countries. 
import of it all. 


to the present. 
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into other foreign languages. It doubtless 
is destined to attain a most unusual cir- 
culation for such volumes. And one of the 
best things* about it is that its circulation 
will in no small measure be among the com- 
mon people who have not been able to ap- 
preciate, to any great extent, the more pro- 
found lives of Christ by Edersheim, Geikie, 
and others. And yet this work is by no 
means unscholarly or immature. It is sim- 
ply written in a style which makes it read- 
able and understandable to the average lay- 
man. There are hosts of Sabbath-schoo! 
teachers and preachérs who would find it in- 
valuable. 

It is divided into six books, each separated 
into brief chapters dealing with certain 
events. It follows Jesus from his nativity 
directly through the regular chronological 
order of his life to its close. And all the 
way through it describes his activities and 
the life of his day with a most sympathetic 
and understanding heart. It may well be 
doubted whether the author adds to the 
strength of his book by permitting his atten- 
tion every now and then to be diverted from 
the interpretation of that day and times in 
order to make his present-day applications; 
but perhaps many laymen will value it more 
highly because of these little preachments. 

When one stops to consider the fact that 
the Sermon on the Mount, which is record- 
ed by Matthew immediately following his 
account of the baptism, came well on in the 
second year of Christ’s ministry; and that 
there is no possible way by which the aver- 
age preacher or Bible student can search 
out the real order of events in the life of 
Christ as recorded in the Gospels, except by 
some such book as this,—it becomes obvious 
how indispensable some work of this kind is 
to every teacher and preacher and to every 
Bible student who is at all anxious to un- 
derstand the Word of God. Formerly far 
too little attention was paid to such outside 
Bible helps. And one of the hopeful signs 
of the times is that through teacher-train- 
ing classes and otherwise much more stress 
is being placed upon such helps for Sunday- 
school teachers and Bible students in their 
preparation for Bible study and interpreta- 
tion. We trust that this volume will firid its 
way into the libraries of many of our 


“The Rebirth of Europe” 


It is something to know history—that is, facts as to events, peoples, and 
It is more to be able to read the meanings, see something of the 
In this book, “The Rebirth of Europe,” the author, Dr. Martyn 
Summerbell, not only recognizes and narrates most interestingly and vividly 
the particularly outstanding events of the Middle Ages, but he helps us see 
the vital and abiding significance of the events. 
the comprehensive, sane, and sympathetic view he gives, of the motives and 
movings of the men who stand out in the period he discusses. 
and immensity of the movements of our day, wé moderns are apt to discount 
history of the past, some desiring to ignore it entirely; but this book wisely 
would remind us of the connection of the present with the past. 

We cannot divorce ourselves from the past if we would; and there is but 
little wisdom in the pride which assumes that the past has but little to give 


Particularly instructive is 


In the intensity 


Particularly luminous and instructive are the chapters in this book en- 
titled “Spiritual Unrest”, and “The Influence of the Crusades.” 
of Europe meant the beginnings of modern history, which includes the dis- 
covery, the settlement, and the development of our own country. And 
this book helps us to see how the forces of Christianity in their workings in 
past centuries have shaped the present-day developments. 

The book is easy to read, informing in its contents, and helpful in balancing 
our understanding as to world movements. 

Incidentally, the book is another illustration of the large resources of the 
author’s knowledge and the untiring industry he manifests, which has enabled 
him, amid the constant cares of an otherwise busy life, to select and shape 
this material and prepare in so lucid a manner this work. 

The book should have a wide reading among all classes. 


The Rebirth 


G. A. CONIBEAR. 


preachers and many of the homes of our lay- 
men—and into their minds and hearts also. 


The Life of Christ. By Rev. R. J. Camp- 
bell, D. D., Vicar of Christ’s Church, 
Westminster. D. Appleton and Company. 
$3.00 net. 


Here is another life of Christ which is 
similar in size but entirely different in its 
purpose and presentation. It is, as the 
author says, essentially a preacher’s life of 
Christ. It particularly appeals to the 
scholarly mind, and especially to that type 
of scholarly mind which ‘is interested in the 
question of physical and metaphysical diffi- 
culties that are apt to arise in the study 
of many Biblical questions. The brilliant 
author of this book is one of the world’s 
famous preachers; and it will be remem- 
bered that a few years ago he received a 
great deal of both favorable and unfavor- 
able publicity because of the striking man- 
ner in which he was preaching liberal views. 
And the avowed purpose of this volume is to 
present a “devout study of the subject 
without ignoring the accepted conclusions 
of scholarship.” This purpose, we believe, 
he has admirably fulfilled. 

However much one may differ from those 
“accepted conclusions of scholarship” by 
which he means the modern viewpoint, of 
course—one must in all fairness certainly 
concede that he speaks with genuine devout- 
ness and reverence. One is continually 
driven to the conclusion that here is one 
who reverently loves the Christ and most 
earnestly seeks to present the great heart 
and soul of him to needy humanity. Always 
in every point of research or questioning, 
he states the difficulties frankly but with a 
decided leaning towards the side of reason- 
able and loving faith. For instance, he de- 
clares: “The whole life of Jesus is one long 
miracle; he himself, as we have seen, is the 
supreme miracle; why hastily conclude that 
in the manner of his birth there could be 
nothing supernormal, nothing differentiat- 
ing him from mankind at large?” From 
such a devout spirit, one need have no great 
fear of anything grievously wrong. 

It is a book for thoughtful and honest 
inquirers who seek to know Jesus Christ as 
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Lord and Master in a manner that will 
harmonize with their modern knowledge. It 
has been prepared, not hastily nor from a 
superficial study, but laboriously, and after 
wide reading and deep thought. The style 
is beautiful, easily read, and every page 
vibrant with interest. Vividly depicting the 
times in which Jesus lived, he studies in 
sufficient detail the entire course of the life 
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and ministry of Jesus. And we do not 
hesitate to recommend it to those thought- 
ful minds who are confused and troubled by 
the insistency of the’ extreme ancient view- 
point and who are going to lose their faith 
altogether unless some clear thinker ac- 
quainted with modern knowledge, and who 
is himself a devout follower of the Master, 
comes to their rescue. 


From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND LETTER 
MERRIMACK CONFERENCE 


Woodstock, .Vermont, March 9—We ob- 
served Mother and Daughter Day on a re- 
cent Sunday and reached high tide for a 
morning congregation. Our church has in- 
creased its standing in the community one 
hundred percent. This is one of the very 
encouraging features of the work here.— 
W. E. BAKER, Pastor. 


ROCKINGHAM CONFERENCE 


Kittery Point, Me., March 20—At the last 
meeting of our Christian Endeavor society 
it was voted to double our last year’s offer- 
ing to the foreign mission work, and the re- 
mittance was at once forwarded through the 
proper channels. On Sunday evening, 
March 19, our people were permitted to lis- 
ten to an eloquent patriotic lecture by Judge 
Edward H. Adams, of Portsmouth, N. H., 
on “Lincoln and His Faith in God.” The 
judge is an eloquent orator deeply interested 
in the Christian qualities of our martyred 
President and had the undivided attention 
of the entire audience. The improvements 
and alterations on our newly acquired par- 
sonage are progressing finely and meet the 
approval of the community at large. Our 
Ladies’ Aid society recently held a rubber 
social in the eastern section of our parish. 
A very interesting program was presented, 
ice cream was served, and a most enjoyable 
evening was spent by all present. Our par- 
sonage committee reports the sale of the old 
or “upper” parsonage to Mr. Call, one of 
our trustees. The parsonage has been in our 
possession since 1854 and was first occupied 
as a parsonage by Rev. James H. Rowell in 
his first pastorate from 1855 to 1863. The 
recently purchased parsonage is directly op- 
pesite the church.—J. Percy AMEs, Church 


Clerk. 
ILLINOIS 


Louisville, March 22—Our work goes on 
with usual interest. Had one accession here 
at Louisville at last appointment that prom- 
ises to be a great help. Am planning to pur- 
chase the Cottage Home property back 
again. It can be used to good advantage as 
a mission point for Louisville. Mother con- 
tinues very sick. She seems some little bet- 
ter—JOHN BAUGHMAN. 


Mansfield, March 18—Politics, religion, 
and social activities in our neighborhood 
have all begun to presage the coming of 
spring. The morning service at the Bethel 
Church was in the interest of foreign mis- 
sions and a liberal offering was taken. The 
evening service was especially interesting 
and the names of two new members were add- 
ed to our church roll. Bad roads had little ef- 
fect on Sunday-school attendance, as only 
four members were lacking to have reached 
the coveted goal of 125 for last Sunday. No 
doubt our new slogan of One Win One will 
soon bring our attendance up to 150. The 
children’s department observed Temperance 
Sunday. The Excelsior Band Sunday-school 
class held its regular monthly meeting at the 
home of Mrs. C. E. James Thursday after- 
noon. Thirty members and several invited 


guests attended. After the usual business 
was attended to an interesting program was 
given in honor of St. Patrick. Appropriate 
refreshments were served. All went home 
with an Irish smile and are looking forward 
with interest to their next meeting, which 
will be held at the home of Mrs. Brooks and 
promises to be a profitable one, as “Chick- 
ens” will be a timely topic to be discussed. 


INDIANA 


Brazil, March 18—Rev. J. W. Conlin 
filled his regular appointment at the Bee 
Ridge Church, Sunday, March 12. He re- 
organized the Christian Endeavor society 
of that church, the following officers being 
elected: President, Howard Evans; Vice- 
President, Maude Chaney; Treasurer, Lena 
Wilson; Secretary, Florence Applegate; 
Corresponding Secretary, Helen Rupert. 
Brother Conlin is of sterling worth and will 
graduate from Union Christian College this 
year. He is highly esteemed among his 
parishioners at this place—HELEN RUPERT. 


Cynthiana, March 22—I should feel very 
derelict indeed if I did not take time to say 
how much we appreciated the Field Institute 
just closed, put on by Revs. Coffin, Thomas, 
Hall, Bennett, and Mrs. Bullock. We were 
only sorry that so many in the conference 
were unable, or uninclined to be with -us, so 
that the great benefits were largely local. 
Those of other denominations who were 
present with us almost throughout, were 
pleased with all the presentations, and I am 
sure were helped, as the problems presented 
were common in all churches. Any church 
or conference having the opporunity to have 
an institute like it, will receive lasting pleas- 
ure and benefits therefrom.—E. E. BENNETT, 
Pastor. 


Plum Tree—We held a two weeks’ meeting 
at Plum Tree, beginning February 19. The 
weather was very unfavorable and there was 
a great deal of sickness in the community. 
The attendance and interest were excellent, 
considering the above-mentioned conditions. 
Eighteen were added to the church member- 
ship. We were very grateful for the serv- 
ice of Miss Mabel Sites, of Monticello, In- 
diana, who led the singing. Miss Sites is a 
member of the Hickory Grove Christian 
Church in the Northwestern Indiana Con- 
ference, and hopes to give much of her time 
to evangelistic singing. She was at Plum 
Tree only eleven days and as a partial ex 
pression of their appreciation of her work 
they gave her an offering of $88.33. Should 
any of our pastors desire a singer they will 
do well to secure the service of Miss Sites. 
—RAYMOND G. CLARK, Pastor. 


Middletown, March 20—The work at both 
of our churches seems to be moving along 
very nicely. The Sunday-schools are holding 
up in their attendance and interest unusu- 
ally well. The regular work of the church 
is very encouraging. Some improvements 
are being made to the church at this place. 
One of the recent developments at Sulphur 
Springs Christian Church is the organiza- 
tion of a missionary society with twenty- 
three members. The first program the so- 
ciety held was very interesting. Mrs. Mae 
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Jones, the newly elected president, presided 
with dignity and honor. Mrs. John McShir- 
ley, the literature superintendent, succeed- 
ed in getting several subscriptions for The 
Christian Missionary, which is an evidence 
of interest in missionary work. One of the 
splendid features during our foreign mis- 
sion period was the well-planned mission- 
ary program which was rendered. We had 
the pleasure of having with us at Sulphur 
Springs, March 12, Rev. Earl Baldwin and 
wife, who are planning to become mission- 
aries to South America. They gave splen- 
did addresses, laying before us the tre- 
mendous need of the gospel being preached 
in that country. Rev. and Mrs. Baldwin 
are planning to sail about April 8. May the 
Lord bless them in their work. Definite 
plans are being made to put on a pre-Easter 
service at this place. The writer sincerely 
hopes that it will be a spiritual uplift both 
to the church and community. The claims 
of the gospel will be proclaimed throughout 
the entire service. On Sunday night con- 
cluding the pre-Easter service a cantata will 
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be rendered. Pray for us in our work.— 
Rurus EMMERT, Pastor. 


IOWA 


Sandusky, March 17—Having observed 
through The Annual that the Oak Grove 
Church was not having regular preaching 
this year, I felt that I should render some 
assistance, if so desired, and received word 
that the church, .by a unanimous vote, re- 
quested that I hold a meeting for them. 
March 2 was our first meeting and the serv- 
ices closed March 18. From the first it 
seemed to be evident that the Lord was go- 
ing to visit his people. Although the cor- 
dition of the roads was much against the 
meeting, the people came and there was a 
general desire and prayer for an old-time 
revival. My first text was, “Ask and it 
shall be given you.” The promise was 
claimed and the blessing came. When the 
meeting closed there were twenty-cight who 
united with the church. Was there rejoic- 
ing in the camp? Yes, and among the an- 
gels, too. Fathers and mothers rejoiced as 
they saw their children taking the stand for 
Christ and the Church. The average age 
of those uniting with the church is a little 
above twenty years. The youngest was nine 
and the oldest sixty. The day after the 
meeting closed I went to Washington to 
meet some of the people formerly connected 
with the old Shiloh Church which has gone 
down. I had a delightful visit with a num- 
ber who attended my ministry the year I 
was ordained. I found that The Herald is 
still a welcome visitor to the home of T. J. 
Lewis, whose affliction confines him to his 
home. He and his wife are faithfully press- 
ing on toward the “mark for the prize.” The 
Oak Grove Church keeps up the work of the 
Christian Endeavor and Sunday-school.—D. 
M. HELFENSTEIN. 
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Buckland, March 21—Held a two weeks’ 
meeting beginning January 22, which re- 
sulted in much good, even though there was 


much sickness and we officiated at four 
funerals during the meeting. The church 
reconsecrated herself and took on new life, 
fourteen made the good confession and uni- 
ted with the church. The last of February 
the malady became epidemic and there were 
not many homes that escaped. Everything 
has been closed. The death angel entered 
four of our church homes. The first to be 
taken was Leo Bruner, a bright young man 
just finishing his high school course and a 
splendid worker in the Sunday-school and 
Y. P. S. C. E. society. We were able to be 
with the family and to conduct the funeral. 
Then came the departure of Bro. Noah 
Silin, a business man of the town and one 
of our deacons, quickly followed by Sister 
S. V. Scott, a godly woman, the wife of an- 
other of our deacons. Then came the death 
of Dr. A. L. Faler, an efficient physician 
with a large practice and a member of our 
church. The writer was confined to his 
bed and was not able to be with the sorrow- 
ing friends. This perhaps gave us more 
concern than the sickness in our own home, 
for it was a new experience to us. The 
schools opened again today, and we think we 
can have services by next Sunday, although 
we are not sure whether or not we shall be 
able to be with them. We haven’t been able 
to look after our foreign mission offering, 
but will as soon as we get back to work. 
—L. W. RYAN, Pastor. 


The Proposed Jubilee 


This caption naturally arouses interest, 
as it is not a very frequent expression. One 
may be led to ask, What is it? Where is it? 
When is it? 

First then, What is it? 

A few readers of The Herald may remem- 
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Uplifted and Delighted 


I have just read with great pleasure and profit “The Church and the Present 


Crisis.” 


Especially did did I enjoy the introduction by Rev. Peter Ainslie, D. D. 


The work is so timely, and the different subjects are brief, yet fully dealt wiih. 
One cannot help being uplifted and delighted with such subjects as the vital 
connection between the Church and the Sunday-school, Paul an autecrat, science . 


and Christianity, Christianizing 


the animals, education, poisoneus gas, lay 


preaching, importance of prayer, choosing a vocation, the eleventh, twelfth, and 
thirteenth commandments, pure religion defiled, the family altar, stewardship, 
dancing, the Lord’s Prayer, heathen religions, effect of amusement and recrea- 


tion on conduct, and infallibility. 


These are all subjects with which the Church has to deal in some way, for 
they are here, and the world is waiting to see what is the Church’s attitude 
toward them. There is food for many sermons in the timely suggestions civen 


in the work. 
book. 


I think I have seldom read a more charitably and carefully written 


Ee. KE, Beanett. 


Price $1.75 


The Christian Publishing Association 
Dayton, Ohio 


ber that in August, 1872, a camp meeting 
was held in the town of Barnstable, Mass., 
carried on by ministers and laymen of the 
Christian denomination. It was a new 
movement. That initial meeting was some- 
thing of an experiment, those interested in 
it desiring, if this meeting were successful, 
to make such a gathering an annual meet- 
ing for fellowship and spiritual profit to our 
people: It was an assured success, and prob- 
ably all who attended this meeting were en- 
thusiastically in favor of making such a 
gathering an annual occurrence. Already 
fifty sessions have been held, and next Au- 
gust will mark fifty years of our assembling 
at the place, known for quite a term of years 
as Craigville. It is planned to have a meet- 
ing of special interest at that time, in the 
place endeared to hundreds of our people be- 
cause of fifty years of harmonious and help- 
ful association. 

I have practically answered briefly the 
second and third questions, but a few more 
words may be spoken about the matter. The 
place, Craigville, is a beautiful summer col- 
ony, on the south shore of Cape Cod, about 
eighty miles from Boston, and three miles 
from Hyannis, five miles from West Barn- 
stable, these last named places being rail- 
road stations nearest Craigville. The sea 
beach is one of the finest for bathing in New 
England, a great attraction to hundreds of 
people each season. The natural attractions 
of the place and its surroundings make it 
a delightful place for spending a part or all 
of one’s summer vacation. 

Replying to the third question, I may say 
that the time for the Jubilee will be the 
first week in August, next. The program 
committee is seeking to arrange a program 
that will be both interesting and inspiring. 
The aim is to make this meeting’ “the best 
ever.” If this is done, we may rest assured 
that it will be such a gathering as anyone 
would be sorry to miss. Extensive improve- 
ments respecting accommodations at both 
the Inn and the beach are being made, while 
the promise is that the season will be as 
popular as any in the past, and possibly ex- 
ceeding previous seasons. 

In behalf of the Association, I extend a 
most cordial invitation to our ministers and 
lay members, in New England and in all 
sections of our Zion, to make their plans to 
“come up to this Jubilee Celebration” and 
have a season of refreshing from the pres- 
ence of the brethren and the greater pres- 
ence of our blessed Master. Plan early to 
be there, and write at earliest convenience 
to George W. Hathaway, 109 Adelaide Ave- 
nue, Providence, R. I., the manager of the 


ie) 


Craigville Inn, stating the accommodations 
desired. Remember to be present at the 
Jubilee. 
ALVA H. MORRILL, President, 
Christian Camp Meeting Association. 
Newton, N. H. 


Defiance College Notes 


On his recent visit to the college, Dr. 
Martyn Summerbell gave four lectures. The 
two historical lectures to the student body 
concluded the series on.Mohammedism, be- 
gun in the fall. The subjects were, “The 
Prophet of the Sword,” and “Why the 
Crescent Must Wane.” The subjects treat- 
ed in the two addresses to the ministerial 
students and other religious workers were, 
“The Pastor and the Prayer Meeting,” and 
“The Pastor and the Sunday-school.” Dr. 
Summerbell’s lectures are valuable on ac- 
count of their content and his unique way 
of putting the great facts which he has to 
present. 

Two important athletic events have just 
closed. Defiance basket ball team won the 
championship of the Northwestern College 
Association, having wrested it from Bluff- 
ton by a score of 26 to 16 in the final game 
of the season. Bluffton College has held 


Pastors’ Individual Com- 


munion Service 


Size 5x7 inches. Strong leather case, 
handsome blue satin lining, quadruple- 
silver plated flagon, quadruple plated 
bread or wafer box, six heavy based 
crystal glass tumblers. Price $11.00, 
postpaid. 
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this honor since the Association was organ- 
ized in 1918, and the Defiance victory was 
celebrated with bonfire, fireworks, and 
parade in which hundreds participated. 

The fifth annual high school basket ball 
tournament just closed was the largest ever. 
Thirty-six teams participated and the at- 
tendance throughout the two days taxed the 
capacity of the halls and gymnasium. The 
tournament was a big success in every par- 
ticular and gave scores of young people in 
northwestern Ohio the chance to obtain 
first-hand knowledge of the college and the 
hospitality of -its professors and student 
body. Baseball will now have the center of 
the athletic stage. 

Attendance at the College Sunday-school 
and Church services has been unusually 
good. The Sunday-school has a primary 
department this year which meets in the 
Y. M. C. A. hall and is composed of a fine 
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company of little folks. Their beautiful 
song in the main school, following the ex- 
cellent remarks of Mrs. Morrill, added much 
= the special missionary emphasis on March 
12. 


The pastor will give brief remarks on 
phases of foreign missionary work each Sun- 
day in March. The sermons throughout 
Lent will be evangelistic in temper and ob- 
jective. 

The Mission Social Circle is an active or- 
ganization and it has succeeded in enlisting 
the interest and co-operation of a number 
of the women of the community who are not 
members of the College Church. 

At this writing, la grippe seems to be epi- 
demic, President Caris, Dean and Mrs. En- 
ders, Dean Morton, and several students be- 
ing among the afflicted. 

yr & 2. 


Wait a Minute! 
A Story 


BY REV. FRANK H. GARDNER 
(All Rights Reserved) 


answering to the call of his cousin 

Jakey Bear who had asked him to go in 
swimming over to the old frog pond. Jakey 
Bear had not been to see his cousin for 
nearly five years and all that day whenever 
he asked Teddy to go anywhere or do any- 
thing he always answered, “I'll be right 
there.” 


He was so different from what he was on 
his previous visit that Jakey could not but 
help notice the change which had come over 
Teddy. On his previous visit he had par- 
ticularly noticed that whenever his mother 
called him in the morning or asked him to 
get a pail of water, it was always, “In a 
minute, Mamma.” When the woodbox need- 
ed filling, or when his study time came, or 
the hour of practice, or any of the chores 
to be done, it was the same answer, “Wait 
a minute.” Teddy’s Daddy had told him 
many times that his waiting a minute would 
sometime get him into difficulty. Indeed it 
had. One time when Teddy and his Daddy 
were out after honey they came upon a 
great pine tree where the bees were so thick 
that they almost made a cloud over the sun. 
Daddy Bear set to work to smoke out the 
bees and had about everything ready for the 
smudge-when the bees for some reason com- 
menced to descend where the bears were at 
work. Daddy Bear shouted for Teddy to 
run quickly, but his inevitable “Wait a 
minute” had to come. That night his head 
was swollen and cheeks were so puffed that 
he could not see and it was with difficulty 
that he either ate or slept. 

Once he was out sailing and the bear at 
the tiller saw the breeze coming and shout- 
ed for Teddy to get on the other side of the 
boat, but again he had to have his “Wait 
a minute,” and ere the minute was up he 
was floundering around in the lake and Ray 
Coon was trying to pull him back into the 
boat with the grappling hook. 

Again he and his Daddy were out rowing 


] = be right there.” It was Teddy Bear 


and they had stopped at a pier to watch the 
sea gulls. Daddy told Teddy to jump into 
the boat, but his old habit clung to him and 
he said half aloud, “Wait a minute.” 

The boat bumped against the side of the 
wharf and Daddy Bear thought it was his 
son who had stepped into the boat. 

He started to row and then heard a 
plunge, turning just in time to see Teddy 
disappearing in the deep waters of the lake. 


It was three long hours before Teddy 
came to. He thought then that he would be 
more careful about his waiting a minute. 
The first day of June when they were seat- 
ed around the camp fire supper Daddy Bear 
remarked that he saw quite a few ripe.wild 
strawberries over in the edge of the rocky 
pasture. A day or two later Teddy and his 
Mamma with their birch bark pails started 
for the berry patch and they did find them 
thick. Now if there was anything in the 
world that Teddy really liked it was wild 
strawberries. and he went to work with a 
will picking the large, luscious fruit. They 
had been there but a few minutes when 
Mamma Bear smelled danger, and looking 
up she saw three big boys with ropes and 
clubs coming toward them. “Get into these 
bushes quickly and follow me, Son Bear,” 
she said in tones low enough so that the 
boys would not hear. She started im- 
mediately herself and did not hear the reply 
of Teddy, “Wait a minute.” Noiselessly 
she moved into the deep thick undergrowth 
supposing that her son was close to her 
heels. ’ 

But Teddy!—After his minute wait he 
was confronted by the boys and was obliged 
to succumb to having his feet tied up with 
rope and a noose passed around his nose and 
then he was led away. 

All that summer the boys exhibited him 
along the beaches and he was forced to 
dance on his hind legs no matter how hot the 
weather might be and then he would have to 
stand on his head sometimes fifty times a 
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day and a lot of other queer pranks. At 
night they shut him in a cage not much 
bigger than himself and he could barely 
turn around in it. 

Many a time he wished for the trees of 
the forest and to see his Daddy and listen 
to another of his stories. Night after night 
he cried himself to sleep and would often 
say to himself, “I wish I had not waited 
that minute to pick those few berries that 
day they took me.” 


One day right after dinner the keeper 
did not lock his cage door. Teddy watched 
him as he went around the corner and then 
looking both ways he opened the door very 
cautiously and bounded for the woods. He 
ran all that afternoon and night and the 
next day and all the next night. At noon 
of the seceond day he bounded into the door- 
way of his old home. Daddy and Mamma 
Bear were sitting down to’dinner. They had 
grown old and thin because of the loss of 
their son. They jumped up with delight 
when they saw Teddy standing in the door- 
way. There were some good generous bear 
hugs, I can assure you. Teddy was the first 
to speak. “Oh Mamma Bear, I never, never, 
will say ‘Wait a minute’ again. I’m going 
to change it into ‘I’ll be right there.’ ” 

Pottersville, Mass. 
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SERVICES 
Single Per 
Copy Dozen 
80c 
80c 
85e 
85c 
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100 


He Giveth Life 
From Garden to Glory 7e 


The Cross Triumphant Se 


Easter Chimes, per copy 

Easter Treasury No. 27, per copy 

Easter Helper No. 8, per copy 

Easter Songs and Recitations for 
Little Tots, per copy 

Recitations 
Priest, No 

Recitations 
Priest, No. 


and Dialogues 
1, per copy 
and Dialogues 
2, per copy 


CARDS AND FOLDERS 


Seripture Folders No. 801 
50 cents a set of ten, postpaid 


A set of ten Easter Folder designs 
with greetings, Bible verses, and ap- 
propriate poetry. Size 3144x4% inches. 


Each with envelope. 


| 


SCRIPTURE CARDS NO. 800 
30 cents a set of ten, postpaid 


A set of ten dainty Easter Card de- 
signs, with greetings, appropriate 
Scripture quotations, and_ selected 
poetry. Size 444x3% inches. Each with 
an envelope, 


SCRIPTURE POST CARDS NO. 855 
20 cents a dozen or $1.25 a 100, postpaid 

An exquisite series of five landscape 
and floral designs in colors. LEaster 
greetings and Scripture verses are 
tastefully arranged. 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 
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Dayten, Ohio 
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The Talking Palm Leaf 
A Story 


a spear; Pale-As-Clouds was slender 

and white, and she carried no weapon. 
Moreover, they were alone on the forest 
trail, and Fam was exceedingly angry. 

“The things that you ask me to do, Pale- 
As-Clouds, is not a thing to ask of a man 
who is a warrior. How would I look to 
go walking back to my kraal carrying a 
palm leaf to the White Man, saying: ‘This 
palm leaf will talk to you a message from 
Pale-As-Clouds!’ Bah, he would laugh at 
me deep down in his throat, and the men of 
my tribe would make fun of me. From way 
back before my father’s day, was there ever 
a talking palm leaf known to the tribes of 
black men? No never! I dare not do this 
thing!” 

Pale-As-Clouds stood straight as an ar- 
row. “Fam,” she said sternly, “I insist upon 
your doing it. You can tell the men of 
your village that you saw Pale-As-Clouds 
take a thing called a pin, that you saw her 
tattoo a design all over the palm leaf with 
this pin, so that it might talk to her hus- 
band way back in his kraal. You 
can say it is the White Man’s way! 
And when my husband hears the 
palm leaf talk, then you shall see 
how interested he will be. O Fam, 
please! please! It is a big matter 


FR was big and black, and he carried 


me. For Nlem Ngon is a friend of mine. 
When I travel here to visit, it is Nlem Ngon 
with whom I can sit to palaver about the 
things of God, for she is hungry for that 
news. Take me to her!” 

Angry snarls greeted these remarks. 
“White Woman,” roared the headman of 
the kraal, “it is not well for you to be here, 
saying these bitter words. For our flocks 
are certainly sick, and how do we know but 
that you bewitched Nlem Ngon into be- 
witching the sheep and goats? That is 
what the witch doctor tells us, and he has 
just come from a journey where he saw you 
making a palm leaf talk; surely anyone 
who can make a palm leaf talk can also 
make Nlem Ngon bewitch our herds. With 
a very little more of this trouble we will 
raise our spears and kill you!” 

Pale-As-Clouds felt her heart beating un- 
comfortably fast. How she did hope that 
Fam was hurrying the talking palm leaf to 
her husband, otherwise these superstitious 
Africans might 3 

“When she’s dead I want her hat!” cried 
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@ young warrior excitedly, which started a 
regular hubbub. “Then {’ll take her skirt!” 
“And I'll take her gold ring!” “I’ll take her 
shoes!” “Bah—you couldn’t wear them,” 
laughed another. “I’ll take her shoes my- 
self!” “No, you won’t,” cried number one, 
“let’s kill her now and be done with it.” 

In this rather terrifying fashion the 
babble increased into an uproar, until Pale- 
As-Clouds prayed in her heart that God 
would give her courage to die as a Christian 
ought to die. Sure it is that God: was al- 
ready giving her courage to live as a Chris- 
tian ought to live, for there was a fearless 
smile upon her lips as she bravely raised 
her white hand for silence. “In the tribe of 
White Men we do not do things this way,” 
she said; “we let the person about to die 
give away her own belongings, in her own 
way, to her own friends; and the headman 
of a White Man’s town insists that those 
wishes be obeyed, for his word is law. 
Surely the headman of your kraal is exactly 
as just and powerful. . . .” 

“Indeed I am!” boasted the big black 
headman, swelling out his chest. 

“I thought so,” Pale-As-Clouds said tact- 
fully, like oil on troubled waters; “surely 
your word is law. So in the White Man’s 
fashion, I would ask that you let 
me talk quietly with Nlem Ngon, 
at least until the sun has climbed 
up to the top of the sky. Then, if 
I feel that Nlem Ngon has actually 


to me, so go quickly—I am break- 
ing my heart over this delay.” 

Fam wagged his woolly black 
head as if all the world had sudden- 
ly gone mad, then he took the palm 
leaf between his fingers very 
gingerly, and began his unwilling 
trip back over the zigzag trail to 
his own kraal, where Pale-As- 
Clouds and her husband had recent- 
ly come to live. ; 

Meanwhile Pale-As-Clouds her- 
self hurried on to the near-by kraal, 
a little village of beehive huts, built 
of straw and leaves, looking for all 
the world like haystacks. 

“News! News! Pale-As-Clouds 
has come!” was shouted from hay- 
stack to haystack, as the whole 
village rushed out to meet her. 


But she would not linger to talk. 
“Take me to Nlem Ngon,” she 
cried, “for I heard a strange tale 
out on the forest trail while I was 
coming here; I heard that your 
witch doctor suspects Nlem Ngon 
of having made your sheep and 
goats fall sick. Shame on you; is 
not Nlem Ngon a very little girl? 
How could she hurt so many 
healthy animals all at once? Is 
there no thing like poisoned grass, 
like bitter water, to make the flocks 
fall ill? Yet you have hit Nlem 
Ngon, they tell me, yes, you even 
stoned her, and are now starving 
her, so my heart is heavy within 


MISSIONARIES write books. The Acts of the 

Apostles was simply a book of missionary travel 
in the early church. We have an idea that the his- 
tory of the faith is being written in our conventions 
and conferences. It is quite a mistake. The prairie 
fire only burns as it advances. It is on the frontier 
that war is made. The story of Paul is not laid 
in the main at Jerusalem, but at Athens and Corinth 
and Ephesus. And the story of the Pauls of our day 
are not written at Canterbury and Boston and Rome, 
but in Korea and Uganda and along the Yangtse 
Valley. When Paul and Barnabas returned after 
their missionary tours to tell of their experiences, 
the saints at Antioch and Jerusalem were glad to 
listen to their story. So should it be when our mis- 
sionaries tell of their wonderful experiences. For 
these are the men who really live among the people 
whom they try to serve. They do not look at coun- 
tries as concessions for the merchant. They are 
thinking of the homes where families love and suffer 
and rejoice. The missionary is the one real link of 
love and devotion between the East and the West. 
and he is the man who above all others is laying 
down his life for the peace of the world. None can 
understand Turkey or Egypt who ignores the records 
of such stations as those of the American missions 
at Beirut and Constantinople. None can under- 
stand the Japanese problem who does not take into 
account the reports received by the Canadian Presby- 
terians, for instance, or the writings from a some- 
what different angle of an authority like Dr. Sidney 
Gulick. These men represent a new statesmanship, 
instinct with Christ’s wisdom, but expressed no 
longer in mere enthusiasm. They have the common 
sense of the common brotherhood of men under the 
common Fatherhood of God.—P. Whitwell Wilscn. 
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bewitched your flocks, I will gladly 
give away all my possessions to 
those who have been my best 
friends in your kraal. And as for 
me, have you forgotten that I told 
you how the great God of Heaven 
has sent me to bring you his mes- 
sage? Of course, if you kill me, 
he will be very much disturbed, and 


, you will have to wait to hear this 


message until he finds some one 
else to send in my place. For he 
will find some one else to send, and . 
quickly, too. No doubt because her 
skin will be white you will call her 
Pale-As-Clouds also, just as you 
have named me. And she will have 
joy in her heart as she whispers to 
herself: ‘These black men are my 
brothers.’ How I hope she may 
never live to see a day like this, 
when her brothers suddenly turn 
into butchers! It will make her 
low in her heart. Yet even if you 
kill her, too, the God of Heaven 
will send some other white mes- 
senger—you don’t suppose you can 
ever stop God, do you? And now, 
mighty headman, may I talk my 
last talking to Nlem Ngon?” 


The headman nodded, and she 
walked quietly to Nlem Ngon’s 
hut; and while she was walking 
past them, black man whispered to 
black man: “Why was it that she 
showed no fear? Surely she has 
some strong magic against it... .” 
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“I do not like it,” groaned another. “She 
should have quaked and trembled. Perhaps 
her God may be too powerful for us, after 
all.” 

Then Pale-As-Clouds entered the straw 
hut where poor little Nlem Ngon lay groan- 
ing. Gathering the little girl into her arms, 
Pale-As-Clouds whispered: “Of course I 
know ‘you didn’t hurt the sheep, dear child; 
and I hope that the White Man will find a 
way to save us. Don’t cry! For even if 
we die, have I not told it many times, how 
we can go straight home to God? ’Sh! ’Sh! 
*Sh!” And Niem Ngon was strangely 
comforted. 


Meanwhile you will be wondering about 
the talking palm leaf. Long before this 
Fam had reached his kraal and had carried 
the absurd green leaf to the White Man. 

“Pale-As-Clouds said this palm leaf would 
talk to you,” he muttered in a shamefaced 
way, fully expecting a peal of scornful 
laughter. 

It must be admitted that for a moment 
the American man was puzzled. Then he 
held the palm leaf up against the light, and 
there, pricked with a pin, he read these 
startling words: “Nlem Ngon is being 
tortured as a Christian. Must rescue her. 
Means danger. Need held. Hurry.” 

Exactly like a telegram you see! The 
young husband realized that if Pale-As- 
Clouds had told this trouble to the loyal 
Fam, he would probably have started a fight 
single-handed, and ruined every chance for 
more skilful planning. This silent palm leaf 
was a safer communication, yet the White 
Man never had felt so utterly helpless. 
What, what could he do? If he took a small 
army of men from his kraal, equipped with 
spears, it would only create deep enmity 
between two friendly villages, and dear 
Pale-As-Clouds might be killed in the scuffle. 
If he went alone, without any weapons, then 
he might be killed himself, for full well he 
knew that Nlem Ngon, their first little 
Christian convert, was arousing great wrath 
in that other kraal, because any girl is of 
little account in Africa, yet here was one 
whom the missionaries kept treating as a 
friend—a worth-while person. Every one 
was provoked and jealous, and no doubt the 
witch doctor was altogether gleeful in blam- 
ing her for the sick sheep. 

In the twinkling of an eye the White 
Man debated many plans in his mind, but 
every plan ended with the question: should 
he, or shouldn’t he, go armed to fight? 
Spears or no spears? Then suddenly his 
eyes lighted on some burlap bundles which 
had come that very morning down the river 
to him. Ah! Ah! Ah! He suddenly remem- 
bered a certain Bible vérse: “For the Word 
of God is quick and powerful and sharper 
than any two-edged sword.” All right, he 
would prove that verse. 

“Fam!” he cried, “Pale-As-Clouds may be 
in great danger in that neighboring kraal. 
I do not wish to fight, so we will go armed 
with presents, White Man’s gifts. Is it not 
a good idea? Get me four strong men from 
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the palaver-house. 
it agreed?” 

“It is agreed!” cried Fam excitedly, for a 
fight is a fight, and, he had not dreamed the 
talking palm leaf had to do with war! 

So presently six men went hurrying along 
that forest trail, each carrying a burlap 
bundle. Then when they reached the other 
kraal the White Man made his face look 
cheerful as he shouted: “Good news! Good 
news! We bring you presents from the God 
of Heaven, one for each man. But Pale-As- 
Clouds must help me to distribute them.” 

“Go get her,” said the headman to an- 
other man, watching the burlap bundles be- 
ing ripped open. Every one was excited. 
“Good! Good!” they grunted, as dozens upon 
dozens of square black leather things were 
brought out of the bundles and distributed. 
It was discovered that the black covers were 
full of white leaves, and every leaf was 
covered with curious tattoo-marks. You 
should have seen black men rubbing the 
leather binding against their noses, crying: 
“It has a good smell, it is a good present, 
for it has a pleasant smell!” 

Before long they asked about the tattoo- 
marks, and the White Man took the hand of 
Pale-As-Clouds and said: “God has sent the 
two of us to bring you his message, for he 
——————————————————— 


The Reason 


Today I met one in the market-place 
Whose soul was prisoner, whose 
life was dim; 
He walked with me a way, and face 
to face 
I spoke of light to him. 


We must go swiftly. Is 





A child was crying whom I comforted, 
A widow hungry and I helped her 
need; 
A lonely wanderer on his way I sped 
With kindly word and deed. 


O Christ, O brother in that other land, 
Thou leader in the way we do not 
see, 
[ know that thou didst see and under- 
stand 
I ministered to thee.—Shirley Swet- 
man, in The Presbyterian. 


—— 
has written it down in black and white for 
all the men of Africa.” 

“But does it really talk?” asked Fam, 
holding a Bible to his e&r, and listening. 
“I cannot hear it talk!” 

The White Man smiled. “Neither did you 
hear the palm leaf talk to me, yet it told me 
how Pale-As-Clouds was in deep trouble. 
If she can make a palm leaf talk, then sure- 
ly God can make these white leaves talk, 
also.” 

“Good! Good!” grunted the black-skinned 
savages. “But how shall we ever learn to 
make it talk to us?” 

“You must learn to read,” said Pale-As- 
Clouds. “The White Man and I will start a 
school. It is one of the things God sent 
us to do” 
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“Good! Good!” they grunted again, and 
every savage heart was thankful they had 
not killed Pale-As-Clouds a few hours 
earlier. 

So that is the way that the Word of 
the Lord came to two villages in Africa, 
places so small and so unimportant that you 
would hardly find their names on the mip; 
yet God is talking to the men of those kralls 
—day by day you will find them slowly 
spelling out his message from their Bibles, 
and by torchlight many a group in the 
palaver-house will read the old, old story, 
then walk homeward, saying: “It is a new 
thing; we did not dream before that God 
could talk to black men with tattoo-marks!” 
—The Baptist. 


Faith 

T asks the weary to come into its rest; 

it tells the anxious that all their cares 
are in God’s heart. To the young it prom- 
ises immortal youth, to the old renewal of 
hope and everlasting strength. To those 
who have failed it whispers of coming vic- 
tory, and to lives bruised and brdéken by 
sin it speaks of pardon and recovery. To 
all who are working to make the worla 
better it sings infinite good cheer, to those 
who are dejected because of the world’s 
sadness and woes it sounds always the same 
clarion note of brighter things to come; 
and to all of us it keeps on affirming through 
every night of doubt that the world is God’s 
world, and he loves it and never leaves it, 
and all must be well in the end.—J. C. 
Greenhough. 


Good Rules 


HEN you wake up in the morning, you 
wash your body; why don’t you wash 
your mind? Your breakfast, putting food 
in your body to give you strength for the 
day. Why don’t you give your soul its 
breakfast? 
Therefore, learn these rules, better it if 
you can, and say it as your day begins: 


1. I want this day to be a cheerful and 
successful one, so that I may come to my 
bed tonight glad and satisfied. To accom- 
plish this I will plan my day intelligently. 

2. As I know that happiness depends on 
my will and attitude of mind and not on 
events, I will adjust myself to what hap- 
pens. 

8. I will not worry. If a thing can be 
helped, I will help it; if not, I will make 
the best of it. 

4. I will keep all mental poisons out of 
my thought. I will especially resist and 
exclude fear which weakens and unnerves 
me. 

5. I. will 
angry. 

6. I will resist pride. 

7. I will try to affeet pleasantly every 
one with whom I am thrown in contact. I 
will try to make happiness as well as to 
receive it. 

8. I will believe in myself. I will allow 
nothing to make me doubt myself, nor to 


not allow myself to become 
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create in me discouragement nor despair. 

9. I will not let myself despise any hu- 
man being, and I will keep all contemptuous 
and condemnatory thoughts of anybody out 
of my mind, neither will I speak degratory 
words. 

10. I will keep my whole self in tune with 
positive and healthful, optimistic forces. 

11. I will make my enforced intimacies 
as pleasant as possible. I will get along 
without friction or bickering or strained 
relations with my family, my neighbors, and 
my business associates. 

12. I will plan for at least a half-hour’s 
quiet, for reflection and for cultivation of 
my own spirit. 

13. I will be more honest, square, and 
prompt than business requires; more 
thoughtful than love requires. 

14. I will do somebody a good turn that 
is not expected of me. 


15. If any person does me wrong I will. 


not bear him a grudge. I will try to for- 
get it. 

16. I will enjoy as heartily as I can what 
the day brings me, and all the pleasure 
possible of eating, drinking, resting, amuse- 
ments, and the people I meet, so that at 
night I may be able to say: I have lived 
and found life good today. 

When you cling to the idea of weakness 
you are not using the strength which God 
has given you; you are refusing to accept 
and your ability to use it seems to become 
very small. Do it now before the idea of 
weakness becomes a fixed habit.—Selected. 


& 


The Christian Church has through the 
ages drawn to itself the best, the worst, and 
the middling among mankind. The average 
man has always ‘been largely represented 
in the Church, and perhaps has had rather 
more than his share in the official guidance 
of the Church. Every kind of crank and 
crochet, too, has drifted into the Christian 
community; sometimes they drift out; often 
they develop a certain degree of Christian 
sense which neutralizes their queerness; 
very often the Church has to exercise what- 
ever faculty it has of “suffering fools glad- 
ly;” now and then they make imperishable 
contributions to the body that barely toler- 
ates them.—T. R. Glover. 

o 


It is a vain and insipid thing to suffer 


without loving God or man. Love is a 
transcendent excellence in every duty and 


must of necessity entér into the nature of 
every grace and virtue. That which maketh 
the solid benefit of patience unknown, its 
taste so bitter and comfortless to men, is 
death in the separation and absence of its 
soul. We suffer, but love not. —Thomas 
Traherne. 
oOo 


Every hard effort, generously faced, every 
sacrifice cheerfully submitted to, every word 
spoken under difficulties, raises those who 
speak or act or suffer to a higher level, 
braces them with a will of a more generous 
and large and tender heart.—H. P. Liddon. 


Remittances for Education 
February 1922 


Northwestern Ohio 


DONO: 665.6 c cwkssecuee dseddiadcnecusap bensas $ 6.75 
Rockingham 
ae (OE «cnc. cha i dheenensetenveeceenee $ 6.00 
Erie 
COGN: 00 bo cine pute dene J ucewesdsttdgeddecs $ 15.00 
New York Eastern 
Wet COME: oon 5 ii cb bik Kcddeeubenddscdehed $ 6.3 
Southern Wabash Illinois 
TED hike de ctipatvereieVelsticcciac¥ecias $ 5.06 
Western Indiana 
SRG. Wis cicicvcniecddcéds crvcesendiudesesss $ 25.00 
Miami Ohio 
DE OOO ok dep ned snenacddachebiatucud $ 5.00 
POOR. 6 ci ncvricdvn cvnicligddeshludiddisncdtbonaes 3.75 
From Departments 
Peraaed TRUM oc ce csecediavecewvesic’ $4,000.00 





Deaths i 


Mrs. Lulu Foor Householder died at her home near 
Rays Hill, Bedford County, Pa., after an illness of 
about two months, aged thirty-two years. She united 
with the Christian Church early in life and remained 
a faithful member. She was one of God’s noble 
women, an affectionate wife, a devoted mother, a 
kind neighbor and friend. Funeral services were held 
March 13, 1922, at the Rays Cove Christian Church, 
conducted by Rev. Ira Holsapple of the Brethren 
Church of Everett, Pa. Interment in the adjoining 
cemetery. 7 





Mrs. Elizabeth Granger Kline was born April 23, 
1859, in Allan County, Indiana. Her parents emi- 
grated to Wisconsin, locating in the town of Bloom, 
Richland County, in 1878. She united with the Chris- 
tian Church in 1888 and was a faithful member until 
death. She passed away March 25, 1922. Funeral 
services were conducted by Rev. Hill, of Bloom City, 
and burial in the Pleasant Ridge Cemetery in the 
town of Bloom. 


Official Information 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


Edward F. Mellott, Freehold, N. Y. 

John H> Warner, 76% North Street, LeRoy, N. Y. 
S. M. Woods, R. R. 3, Tippecanoe City, Ohio. 

J. S. Masters, 26839 W. Monroe St., Chicago, Il. 

'. R. Cortner, Farmland, Ind. 

Ada A'‘derman, R. R, 1, Ballston Spa, N. Y. 








Interlocking, Noises. 


Furnished in Special 
Aluminum and Best Quac. 
Plate. Can be stacked eight u. 
Aluminum Tray, with 36 Plain 

Shallow Glasses  ..................-..-.. $ 9.95 
Quadruple Silver Tray, handsome- 

ly beaded, with 36 Plain Shal- 

SO GI ccirwsnsceencipceentsecttniens 22.25 
Covers for above Tray, Aluminum 2.95 
Quadruple Silver Plated, beaded, 

OIE scones wig. Ihapersietndes 13.50 
Quadruple Silver Plated, Grape 

CON | “wdecassbtepneierinerenisiacinpancecinese 17.75 


Cover with Maltese Cross 
e 
Single Fillers 
(Recommended for Churches using six 





trays or less). 

Single Filler No. 1 consists of a glass 
container into which is fitted a special 
nickel-plated pouring device (remov- 
able). Easily cleaned and kept clean. 
Very satisfactory. $3.00. 


Single Fillers No. 2 and No. 3 (No. 
3 having bulb) are nickel-plated out- 
side and silver lined inside. Bach $5.75. 


BREAD PLATES 





Silver Plated Bread Plate ................ $5.78 
Aluminum Bread Plate .................... 1.85 


Delivery extra. 
Add 5% War Tax on Silverware 
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PASTOR WANTED 


Wanted: A ministry for a country church. Must 
be an active, willing to work, red-blooded man, who 
stands for American ideals and institutions, and who 
shoots the gospel plain and simple, straight from the 
shoulder to both saint and sinner. Briefly state ex- 
perience and salary ex 

E. J. Hiccrns, Secretary 

Board of Trustees, Rural Grove Christian Church. 

Sprakers, N. Y. 


- WESTERN INDIANA CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE 


The twenty-third annual session of the joint con- 
vention of the Western Indiana Christian Conference, 
will convene April 5, 6, 1922, at Advance, Ind. Among 
the speakers are Dr. W. H. Denison, of Dayton, 
Ohio; Rev. W. S. Alexander, president of Union 
Christian College, and Prof: A. R. Vancleve, of Union 
Christian College. A splendid program has been 
arranged, and we are looking forward to a very 


profitable meeting. 
Mrs. Eva Cooper, Secrétary. 
Darlington, Ind. 
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You a Christian? 
if So, What Kind? 


«early Christians were informed Christians. For them were 
sen those wonderful epistles of the New Testament Scriptures. These 
eported the beginnings, the trials, the growth, and triumphs of the early 
Church. The history of the Church is still being written week after week in 
our religious newspapers. The news of a brotherhood of more than one 
hundred thousand members is being summarized week after week in The 
Herald of Gospel Liberty—the oldest religious newspaper in the world— 
yet one of the foremost advocates of New Testament Christianity today. 
The Christian of today should be a learner, should study carefully and 
faithfully the writings of the religious journalists of the present, that he 
may be familiar with the progress and activity of the churches and the 
thought and suggestion of those who are now proclaiming the Word. 


YOU CAN BE A CHRISTIAN WITHOUT READING A RELIGIOUS NEWS- 
PAPER, BUT CAN YOU BE AN INFORMED CHRISTIAN? 


BE INFORMED. READ THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY. 


The Herald of Gospel Liberty gives, in the course of a single year, 
from 250 to 300 essays on themes vital to New Testament Christianity, 
written by our men and women who are devoting their lives to the ad- 
vancement of the Kingdom; more than 150 pages of strong editorials in 
which are carefully discussed the most important present happenings of 
the Church and the world; over eighty pages of the most interesting events 
on our mission fields, both Home and Foreign; a page or more a week is 
devoted to our Forward Movement Campaign that is stimulating our 
Church as a whole with new life and energy; fifty-two pages are given 
to the report of the work being done and progress being made under the 
direction of The American Christian Convention; fifty-two pages are de- 
voted to an exposition of the Uniform Bible School lessons; fifty-two 
pages of able and helpful suggestions are offered on the Christian En- 
deavor topics; over 150 pages of news “From the Field” are given. 
Every one of them intensely interesting; and last, but not least, fifty-two 
pages are devoted to “About Folks and Things.” Many other items of 
interest are given from week to week, but our space will not allow their 
mention. Honest, now, Mr. Reader, had you ever thought of, or summed 
up, the immense amount of clean, wholesome, helpful Christian material 
that is offered\to you-in one year (one volume) in the columns of The 
Herald of Gospel Liberty for less than four cents per week? 


BECOME AN INFORMED CHRISTIAN BY SUBSCRIBING AT ONCE. 


Hand your subscription to your pastor or our local representative in 
your church or forward it to 


* The Christian Publishing Association 
Fifth and Ludlow Sts. Dayton, Ohio. 











































